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Louise _- ---c Bennett: Pionee t Dobna Ortega 
As most s c h d s  ishadvide pepare this month to enter the various speech. 

*ma, dance, music an$. other cultural ~ornpetions'~i the build-up towards our 
nhual Fgstival celebratiotw, it is fitting .that we pay tri*'~ someone who has been 
pjoneer in presersihg Jamaica3 heritage. This has b a n  & aim of the Jamaica 
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arts - to inspire. pride and a sense of identity so +hq~~rtant to nation building , 
which is cutminated in Festivai. This.'too has k n  the. t h a t  of.hyise %mrs 
dedication of her life to the people of,Jamaica. . - f: 

Louise Bennett-Covdey, fondly Jtnovo to all Jamai=w n *~&&.ou: rm. 
inarks 46 years as a professional eter. and theatre. personliitJi, , & h w h  4 b -  .m 
-longer takes pact in the firtie Theatre Movement's annual P i n m h e ,  hw Wdit1O;n 
of her poems are always in demand and Miss Lou b .alwapo r d y  
audience. 
c/ Born in K i n p p  on Septembef 7, 1919, Miss Iq , ,ka .sducat  ' 
College and _ Excebiq J+Uege before gqh& gp tq ~ r s ~ l k d -  i d s  - -<b . <+' .q >*. Academy og D*matic + ,_ 

Miss .Lou be&i writing dialect when she mas o teenager. AC that time, the' 
society felt thac dialect'was not an approved from oftxpressi~p..T&y, she has raised 
thc appreYiaLon o f d k k t  to an art leveL . . 5 

, Tb4research and foUdore aeaGons for the ~ a & a  o&. she. has-dm& have 
helped%> save a g;rept deal of Jamaican folk mate~ia! foom . h i *  extinct. Mirs 

- Lwl hm also h e l p d t o  promote Jamaican dcum a b d >  at$ lettured in the U.S.A. . 
and %he U.K. on Jafiaiaan 4 0 1 ~ ~ s .  

, In recognitioq d Miss Lou's'work as  author, d-meg& a;ii4.eomedienne, she 
was awarded tbe @BE fox work in-Jamaica Li-w.and 'Theatre; .@be Nor- 
Manley Award for Excell W; the Order of Jam+c;a for wo1:k-m th 'field bf NaCitr? 
Culture, and the Geld Mu 7 grave Medal for 1978 in, ipeco+irh?,o£ her contribution so 
the development of the arts +y Jamaica and the8-an. h addition in t98$, sbpP. 
was recogrtised for Fer contribution. to the developmlpnt o f - J d , + ~  d W t ,  the Armu,; 
ai well as foc her kh~l ldcd  perform.nar qvch b?vq &is$ a+ed and intern*' 
tionally She ~vas~awa~dpd~the &bee of Honopy Qwtor of Letters (D. Litt.1 by the' ' ~niveisi t~ of the Indies. t .: . d .  

Mi ~ e u ' s a ~ s  that some timime &is monfh3hc ko&j  h' yar& sfuUdew'# 
writing d iiu *Meswim* which *c has a~ready s t a d  u *r~,.r  tk cmppilatioa of 

and * d i n e  iou while dainn so. 
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