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Madam Chaiuman, Mr. K. E. Tngram and Mrs. Tngram., otfier
guests, Members of the Board of Management and Senian Staff of

This euening is indeed ane of celebration. We have came tagether to
eapress aur thanks and appreciation te a membex of our family,
M. FLE. Tngrnam, for his autstanding contribution to the National
Libnarny of Jamaica as a member of the Board of Management
from 1979 ta 1999. He brought to the Board not anly his
prafessional eapentise as a libnarian — and fe is ane of the mast
eminent and respected figures in this field in the Carilibican - but his

deep hnawledge of the collection of the National Libnany of Jamaica

as a scholar and bibliographer. Fis contribiution to the Board was
thenefare unique.

of the Onden of Distinction and by the Tnstitute of Tamaica with the
Gold Musgrave Medal for “his distinguished eminence in the fields
of librnarianship and Ristorical scholarship”, H.E Tngram brought
bustre and distinction to the Board of the National Libnarny and for

Mr Tngram’s senwice aver the past 20 years — significant as it is — is
anly the tip of the iceberg as far as Ris contribiutions to the National
Lilnary and to its predecessor, the West Tndia Refenence Lilnary
(WIRL) of the Tnstitute of Tamaica are concened. Fis
assaciation with the Jnotitute goes back almast 6C years, ta 1941
when as a young and eager young man - and a graduate of
Jamaica College, let me add - fe joined the staff of the then West

JIndia Refenence Library as a Library Ussistant. Fe then started
his bong association with this institution and its vemarfiabile
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:.}, cablection. Fe developed there his intexest in West Indian ;
I &i&fiagmpﬁ:;,andtﬂioﬁao&mmemaﬂtﬁ_egmatpaooiamaﬁ% |
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%.; He toft the West Tndia Reference Libary in 1950 for greenen fiotds j
I at Mana and punsued a successful career at the University vetining
:«:. in 1951 as Univewsity Libnarian. Jn a sense however e never left the :i
i West Tndia Refernence Librnary as he continued his xesearch into that ,‘
I incredible callection of Jamaican and West Indian materials )
i assembled avex the years by Fuank Cundall. Fhe descriptions of .{
I many of these items in his bibliographies and in his Ristorical ‘]
% anticles bear testimony to his detailed Rnowledge of this collection. |
,': o a vesult of Ris association with the West Tndia Refevence :
I Libnany and his intenest in the collection, it is nat sunprising that in j
;.:-. 1976 when the Jnstitute of Jamaica decided ta establish a Board of :
i Management for the WIRL, he was ane of the pensans appointed to i
] the Board. This Board was cabled an Intevim Board and was j
]1:-. intended to pave the way for the conversion of the librany into a .-lf1
i national bibrarny. Fe sewed as a membex of this Board fram 1976 ta i
I 1978 when the pevmanent board was ap pointed. ]
: .-‘.'
i DBy this time NACOLADS ~ the National Council an Linaries, :
I (nchives and Documentation Sewices - had produced a plan for a i
I National Tnformation System for Jamaica. The mast significant [
{':: recommendation of the Plan was that a National Libnary should be =|‘:
0 estabilished. (s a leading member of NACCLADS, Mr. Tngram y
) played an important ke in these delibienations. So important was ]
L his wole that in 1978 when NACOLADS established a small subi- !
iI camumittee to review the necommendations vegarding the National ':'i
I Librnarny in the Plan and ta see how they could be implemented, fie 1
% was appainted Chainman of the committee. Tncidentally, the ather .-%
1 !
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memdbens of the cammittee were a Miss D Douglas and a Mrs S
Lampart.

In Januarny 1979 the new Baard of Management of the West Tndia
indomitabile Joyce Raobinson as Chainman. Several members of the
farnmer intenim boarnd including Mr Tngram were ap painted
memdbens. The Board’s firot task was to detenmine the manner in
which the WIRL could be canverted into the National Library of
Jamaica, the estabilishment of which had been provided for in the
Inotitute of Jamaica Uct passed the previous Cctolier.

It is handly sunprising that the Board tunned ta My Tngram fox his

eaxpentise. Fe was appainted Chainman of the Planning and
Restruucturing Cammittee to make necammendations for the
administrative stwucture and onganization of the prapased National
Library as well as the duties and respansibilities of the National
Libnarian. This was a major wespansibility as it invalued
nestuucturing the West Tndian Refenence Libnary to become the
National Librany. Mr. Tngram accepted this challenge and

ap pruached the wank with his usual meticulousness, which is ane of
his well known hallmaris.

Before the finst meeting of the Committee fie unote a 3 page paper
entitled “Some preliminary thoughts for the considenation of the
cammittee”. Later when the Committee was asked to examine a job
description for the past of National Librarian praduced by Jamaica
Libnarny Wssaciation fe went through it in detail before the meeting
and unote out Ris comments which took up 7 pages. This
preparatony work greatly expedited the delibenations of the
Committee, and here T can speak from finst hand Rnowledge, as J
was the secretarny of the Committee. (Let me Rasten ta say that this
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;l. ap paintment Rad nathing te do with whatever qualitics J might Rave .'
I fad — T was juot the seniox of the twao linarians on the staff and |
I the Board wanted all the cammittees senviced by the libnarians ).
I .-
:::’_: One of the Board’s prionities was the appointment of a chief :
;: was called National Libnarian. The Board Chainman made na :
I secret of the fact that as far as she was concerned there was anby ane j
I abuious pensan in Jamaica fox that post. Unfortunately that person J
I ather govennment officials, she used Mr. Tngrnam as the benchman }
| for the pasition and she urged that the past be estabilished at a Cevel :
If |
:1 taattmctoameaazudﬁﬁwea:pwenceandqua&ﬁcauam :
I i
I J think J have said enough to show that Mr. Tngram played an ]
:'l{' important wole in getting the National Library openational. Jt is ~:
] impassibile forx me tanight ta describie in detail all his othier E
| cantributions to the Board over the years as they have been sa ]
:.f. numerous. Suffice to say that fe was regular in his attendance at -:.:
I palicies ta be pursued. (s his advice was aluways practical and ]
IL sound it was invaniably accepted. Jn the abisence of the Board -:.1'
L+ Chairman he aften chained meetings. ;
| J
I FHe also sewed an sevenal suli- committees as the Board was !
: i 2 ; . : |
!Il, a&aay,o seefting to oaeam&:w- ttaapexa&ano a'miunpwuetto T:
I effectiveness. Cuer a periad of time the committees fie sewed on |
) included the Executive Committee, the Palicy and Planning |
:‘ll' Cammittee and during the past five years the Collections and -:-:
ﬂ. !
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JE T had te single out Mr. Tngram’s mast impaortant and enduring
contribution to the work of the National Library it would be that fie
fept the Board focused as to the neal mission of the National
Libnary. This was to. presewe under aptimum conditions the
collected as well as the iveplacealile callection the Lilnary infierited
fram the West Tndia Reference Libnary of the Tnotitute of Jamaica.
On every passibile accasion he stressed this great nespansibility and
the necessity for the Government to. provide the Libnany with the
necessany wesowces to. fave this done.

FHe was mainly concexned with the manuscipt collection and he has
been through this callection in detail, listing its contents for Ris
bibliognaphies. (o a byproduct of his work e compiled a vepoxt an
discussed by the Board of Management which gave instructions that
prioxity attention shauld be paid ta the callection. The list fe
“Tngram List”, is being used to deteunine prionities for attention in
aur presewation and consewation programme.

JIn paying tubute to Mrx Tngram tonight J waould like to. thank Mrs
Tngram for fen suppont aver the years. She has always shown
intenest in the Libnary and Aas been faithful in fier attendance at

M. Tngram, we are gratefull to yau for yaur commitment to the
Libnany’s obijectives and gaals which you fielped to frame, for yaur
inuoluement in oun activities and for your willingness to assist us in
whatever ways you coulbd. Jt is now up to us to develop a national
bibrarny, which lives up to your ideals of eacellence. This is a
national Cibnany fully staffed and equipped with the necessary
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wesounces ta accomplish all its tashs. We — the membievs of the
Board and Staff of the National Lifnary - Rave to dedicate
aunselues to this tash if we axe to ensuxe that your outstanding
contrilition Ras not bBeen in vain. Jt udll not fe easy but we owe it to
you and to otfiexs lifte you who wonked Rard, and often at great
sacvifice, to bay the foundations fox athens to follow.

bthough we Rave set you free fram the confines of the Board xocm
we flave not nefeased you from the fallowed wakls of the National

Lilbmarny wihexe we expect you to continue your eaplonation in the
waonkd of West Tndian xesearch and Billiography. You witl always
lic webcome.
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