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~system. it never nappened in ‘?‘aﬁmendale Ridge, x

there and not on duty I would
‘have been as riddled as my
_blankets were.

platforms made of board |
Where did the gtm“l ew stay?
It happened that they chose a

site hard a  brick kiln,
- AFTER THBREE MORE weeks off whose enk:pyrmoupls thick( 1
this misery we were ordered| rounded roof ‘and strong walls |
“to move forward about three| had mmv?ved xtﬁe shells that E
es to just under the famousJ had struck it. Lying heel to
- head we could just squeeze !
although there It was an mterestmg move. It renty-four people  inte- this! '

three years,

was always an officer domd the
duty

rounds and himself on
for the full twelve hours.

.

Well. I was on dli(y that night
- shower of gas
on us. Those were
high velocity. You did not hear
them coming. The shell casing
| was hght as they_ éxploded’ on,

- and a sudden
~ shells fell

. 5 W A\'.LFY et ease” /
s lbuch.mg, the ground. with an these toag§ and ,]ust n?arlaged
,mstantmkous fuse, and " to crawl along slowly. ’:
knew you were under gas could only ‘walk on “a duck-

tack beph.use the noise og
exploslon was d:fl.e

of danger and this .was | easxly

Q-

‘.k\ cue. So you' -‘travelled
one and see that they ‘ran out|

had been a very wet late sum-
mer and it was to be a wet
autumn. Months of intense
shell fire had obliterated every-
thing. No ‘tree: stood, nor wall
nor fence. Roads were pulver-
ized but still firmer than the
surrounding mud. You laid
_long lanes of duckboards on

hole, but it was indeed a very |

tight squeeze.

LOne remarkable feature about all|
this was the fact that Pash-
andale Ridge, a mile away,
was still in German hands and
every time we ﬁred our guns
they could spot us'doing it and
they had a battery trained on
us; so within five minutes we
could be certain we in turn
would be under shell fire,
Usually you fxred about ten|
rounds from each gun, then

. discreetly moved away to' e
brick kiln to see what would}|
happen and to avoid being
knocked out 3 8

We had three guns edestroyed and
after a week or two were mov-
ed out by the authorities to

.+ be re-equipped. But we stayed

in that battle and in. that

forest till it was all over some- |,
where in November.

Five months of it. As a battle it
~was the great f a‘ﬂxre of the|
War. It is estimated it cost the
.anls’h 750,000 men killed and|

“wounded. The cream of the|,
British Army and of he men|
who volunteered in 1914 to|

1916 when conscription was in-
troduced.

have dwelt on this battle since
it gives at its worst a vivid|.
idea of what World War I was|:
like — what the Infantry suf-
fered in those five months 1

~can only imagine, I cannot
describe. 4 .
Tomorrow: A break. |

oard. To leave it was to jrun|
# %e#nsk of sinking m'xﬁud‘; un-
ss someone came to your 'Tes-

ver
alone, but always two by two,
or better still, three' by three.

_ done. But next morning You saw a lot:of dead.people,
found my little lean- ngpset‘ three parts- buried by 'mud —
~and my rolled up blanket and you spotted them by an, emerg-|
things 'riddled with % - ing hand or {oot. or even -a

of a shell which explo ght ~head. It was indescribable
beside the shelter T 11qd you placed your guns on / flat{ -
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