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PERCIVAL J. PATTERSON 

Prime Minister� Jamaica ' ' "' ... ' ' 
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Patterson, 59, paid his }iOlitical dues
, 
before becoming prime 

:., ministet>in ·� 992 to finish. the term. of,. Michaer.Manley, who.retired 
,, _ for �ea!th reas?lls. �atte!son. then won a five;�ear te� o(l1is own,.,

, ,, leadtng·the ·People's National· Party (PNP)·to·:·victory tn March · · 

1993� He �a� continuedJhefree-market economic policies of·, 
Manley, reversing the democratic,·socialism the two had helped 

�,inst�lll?attetson� an .. "attorney, has a long Gareer in politics, ·4 

*' 

beginning as a party organizer in the 1950s. 
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·He became 'a member, of the party's executive col!Dcil in 1961, 
theri vice president and party chairm�h. Fie was appciinted' to'' the 

t Senate in �,�67 and .�lected t() th� House of Ass�mbly in 1970.· He . 
:."also held numerous Cabinet positions. ·· 
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· The· son of a fariner and,.schoolteacher, Patterson was born April 

w 10,,J935, iQ)�rpai�. - JI.tf holds . a .. bachelor o£,.art� <;Iegree �n . 
l English, literature from the University of the West Indies and a la'Y · 
0 degree .from. the,University Of London. He is divorced .. and has'two 
children� 

(c) 1994 The Miami Herald ·>'·- :<:'> __ ,,, • 
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