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he life and
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Sir ·1 lonald 
�"BTx x u 1"" (W'-fl(fttllfl:;a..--, 

EBT IN I EFERENCE LIB l 

THE Governlnent of Jamaica an-1
nounces with d e e 11 regret t h e 1 

deatlt y·esterday of the Prime Minister, 1 
the lion. Sir Donald Sa11gster. __ 1 

• • • · There was hope £or his Sir Donald died In the Mon- recovery, but 00 Thursday, 
• • • March 23, it was learnt that 

treal N eurolorrical Institute In his condition had deterior-0 ' ated and the doctors were 
Canada where he had been re- conce:ned. at the grav�ty of 

' 
the situation. Immediately 

Ceiving medical attention SillC{t. the Govemmen� was _in-
formed, the Actmg Prrme 

Tuesday' March 21, 1967. lie was ����:.·and �h:·Min�ter �£ 
rushed there on a special plane.. �:�h��ear:;:���{ Jam���� 
which 'vas pla<�ed at his disposal �� n��!��;a�ed��de:e rrh: 
by the Governtnent of the United ?o�ve:h:e�!i;:o M������ 
States when his local doctors aun� Mrs. Irls Sangster and 

' her son, Dr. Alfred Sang• 
diagnosed that he WaS SUffering· ster, to go to Canada. 

f b h .d h 
1 Hopes for Sir Donald's ! 

r 0 m a SU -arac DOl aemor.. recovery were raised again 

h 
· on Easter Sunday, March I 

f age� 26. However, 011 Saturdny, 1 
April 1, 1967, !lis condition ; 
started to dete::10rate again. ' This diagnosis was confirmed by the speciaists 

in the Montreal Neurological Institute. This cooditioil varied, andl 

- T t- t on Wednesday, April 5, 
Sir Donald fell ill while' rea men 1 1967 sions described as 

he was in Newcastl��. in up- \ " ' . ., . . ., 
per St. Andrew, on Satur- On realizinl! the . �e- termmal comphcatwns 
day, March �8, 1967, while

_ 
gr«;e .of the Prtme Mtms-1 were observe:!, and all 

he was workmg on the de- ter s tllness, arrangements hopes for his recovery were I tails of the Budget tor the were immediately made . , , 
financial year, 1967-68. He on the following Monday,[ lost. The Prime Mlmster ! 
was examined then by Dr. March 20, for him to be: had been in a coma for sev­
A. L. McFarlane, and he taken to Monlrea.I for i eral days prior to his death. 
was taken to his official resi- specialist examination and1 
dence, Vale Royal, for fur- treatment. He left Jama�ca Sir Donald was born 
ther examination. that night, accompamed 'l on October 26, 1911. Hel ..________ by the Minister of Health, was the son of the late W. 

Hon. Dr. Herbert Elde- B. Sangster. Commission­
mire, and Drs. A. L �c-1 ed Land Slirveyor of St. 
Farlane, Ronald lrvme Elizabeth, and Mrs. Sang­
and Roy Levy, Nurse An- ster. He was educated at 
gelita Leiba, and a per· Mun.-o College in Jamaica sonal aide, Mr And�ew (1921-29) and was ad­
A�r!lhams. The �rtme mitted to practice as a Mm1ster had a sabsfac- solicitor in Jamaica in tory flight, and his mood 1937. 
on his arrival was goo� 

.l , I I /· ;I 
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Sir Donald was a versa- SucceSS REC After his P\1-rty's sue-
tile sportsman in his earlier . , 

cess at the 1967 General 

Y. ears partici oatl'ncr 1• _ Later that. year he how-�· He was J . , Election and his appoint-
. ' . • '"' ac lVe ever successfully contested . amatea 8 repr�- ment as Prime Minister, 

1� m criCket, football, athle- a by-election for the North!! sentahve on the West Indies Sir D o n  aId had just 
bcs and boxing, while he E_9-st Clarendon constitu- Regional Economic Comnut- completed forming his 
was in college. This interest ency. ' tee from 1950 to 1955, and !=abinet :when �e became 

L d . Ill. He d1ed, Without ever 
in sports continued after he Sir Donald had be�n a _ea er of Jam�uca's delega- having the opportunity of 
left Munro College, and at ,member of the Hous� of Re- hons to the Cc,mmcnwealth presiding over the first 
one time he was captam of presentatives since 1949, E c o n o m i c  Consultative me�ting of his Cabinet 

C .1 which was held on Mon-
the St. Elizabeth Parish and was First Deputy Lead- o�ncl conferences in 1951, day, March 20, 1967, the 
team in the Nethersole Cric- er of the Jamaiea Labour l96..:�, 1964, 1965, and 196R. day he left Jamaica to en­
ket Cup competition. Party since 1H50. He was Jamaica was the h )St counJ ter . the M�ntreal Neuro-

L d f h try for this conf,, __ ,_·enr.e !'n 
� logzcal lnsbtute. 

Sir Donald has been ea er o t e House from 
a�t�ely involved in politics I 1953 to 1955, and was 1 e- 1955, and Sir-Donald pre- Sir Donald served on a 

1 £ d h sided. He also led .Jamaica's number of public boards 
1 1 or a longer period thar. any appointe to t is pos': in 

d 1 . and committees durinq his 
other Jamaican. He began 1962. In June 1966 Sir e egatlOn to the World lifetime H"" had ·b � 
hi l't' al h 

' . " een a 
s po

f 
1 IC career at t. e Donald relinquished this I 

Bank and Internat.i;mal member of 1/famung� Horne 
age o twenty-one when ne M t F d M 

· 
1 

campaigned anrl won a seat post. At the time of hjs I
. one ar� un �, eetmgs iAdvisory Committee and of 

in . the St. Eli..:abet_h Paro- death he represented the 1 m W
. 
ashington, U.S.A., in the East and West St. El::>a­

chial Board o·1 June 22, constituency of North Cen- / 1963, 1964, 1965, and 1966. beth Sch�ol boards; he had 
1933. He became Vice- H h d b G been a Director of J amaic 
Chairman of this Parochi::>l tral Clarendon in Parlla- e a een a overnor of Vegetables Ltd., from 1H43
Boar� in 1941, and Chajr- ment. I t�e World Bank and I.M.F. to 1949, _and hP. also played 
man m 1949. smce 1963. a prorrunent part in the 

. • He was Minister of So- • scouting activities of the 
In 1944, he made his first cial Welfare from 1950 to f Sir D o n  aId wa.s a parish of his h•J·t�. St. t:liz2• 

bid to enter national politks 1953 and Minister of Fin-d f m b. e r of Jamaica's beth. He ha:l been a mem­
" when as an Independent ance from 1953 until 1955 f

e e
C
gabon to the He"':ds her of the l\Tumo anrl Dir-k-

. when his party lost the 0 ommonwealth. Carib-enson Trust, the Bhck 
Candidate he contested the General Elections. In 1962' bean conferences 1n Port- J River Drainao"e d Ir · 
South St. Elizabeth consti- when the Jamaica Labour of-SPa i n, _Trini�ad in tion Board ar{d a�� a ���=
tuency seat, and lost He Pa�ty was retume� to } 963 . an� m Kmgston, her of the Board of Gover-
).0. ed th J . L b _ office he was appomted I 

a
d
maica

h
' In

d
1

1
964, .and he nors of the Institute of Ja-

m e amrura a our Minister of Finance and e t e e egatlon to maica. 
Party and subsequently won subsequently D e p uty t h e s e  conferences in 
this seat in the General Prime Minister. G e 0 r g � � o w n, . Guyal!a 

. ,:.: . . . . (then Brihsh Gu1ana) m 
Election of 194il. _IJs pohh- Appointment. 1965, and in Bridgetown 
cal career in national poli- Barbados in 1966. He al� 

. tics suffered a temporary He was appointed t,:, act led Jamaica's delegation 
set-back in February 1955 as Prime Minister, Minister to th

1 
e
h C

Cal!ada-Common-
' of External Affairs and Min- w�a t aribbean Coun� 

when his party lost the ister of Defence in January tr1e� conference in Otta· 
General Election and },e 1965 as a result of the ill- wa In July, 1966. 
himself lost hb seat 5n ness of the Prime Minister, Sir Donald accompanied 

uth St. Elizabeth. the Rt. Hon. Sir Alexander Sir Alexander Bustamante 
Bustamante, P.C. to the Common wealth Whil 

t. s· 
D Prime Ministers' Confer-e ac mg 1r on- · L d ald retained the post of ence . m on on, En�-

Minist f Final.!. H had land m 1962 and he atten'l-
. er o •ce. e ed this confP.rem�e as Sir ,. previously acted for a short Alexander'. t t: hi1 Prim Ml · te . s represen a 1ve w e as e ms r m in 1964. Sir Donald at-1964· te ded A ti P · n as c ng ·nme 

Consequent on the vic- Minister the conferences in 
tory of the Jamaica Labour London in 1965, in Lagos, 
Party in the General Elec- Nigeria, in 1966, and in Lon-

-1- tion on February 21, 1967, don in 1966. � lAMAlOI\ 
and the resignation of Sir·� • . JNSTI F. \JI: 
Alexande� Bustamante, _ne Constitution_ L\ ,d.EFEB.lliNCE UBRAll 
was appomted Pnme Mm- �TlblD f-

'ister on February 22, 1967, He was :t member of the 
retaining at the time 1he Joint Committee of 1'arlia­
posts of Minister of Finance I ment which framed the Con-
and Minister of Defence. stitution for Independer,t J 

S• D ld Jamaica, and he was mem-·1r , ona was Ja-ber of the delegation whi�h ma1ca s delegate to �h
�

went to England in 1962 to ComJI¥)nwealth P .a r II !l· discuss it with the British mentary Confer�nces 1n
j Government. New Zealand 1n 1950, 

Ceylon in 1952, and Mal- He had been Chairma!\ of 
aysia in 1963, and he was the University of the We£t l Chairman of the Com-Indies Grants Commi.ttee 
monwealth Parliamentary since 1963. ·, 
Association in 1964 and 
Chairman at its Confer­
ence which was held in ( 

I 

Jamaiea in that ye•;· : 

J I 
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