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-A long record ofsetViCe
· in Jamaican _politiCs 

Rir Donald Sangster, the 
:-<l'C'OIHl I'rime :Minister of 
indPpendent Jamaica, had 
tlH' longest record of pub­
lic liervlce in the political 
fraternity up to the time 

of bi>l deatb. 

By ... A POLITIC A� R�rQ�!Mebi-Executive Council, one halt reserved for dome.shc af!a1rs. partisan policy on the federal 
of which was selected from In office, the JLP. G�vernm�nt 'issue. The then Premier, M�. the House, that was to be the seemed f�irly a�twfied Wltll Manley, announced that hlS 
principal instrument ol gov- the sem1-coloma1 . s.tructure. Government would conduct a 
ernment policy. General elec- But the PNP Oppos1t10n kept Referendum to allow the 
tiollS on this basis were up the pressure for further people to decide whether Ja· He had just turned 21 when he scheduled for December 1944. constitutional changes that maica should remain in the was elected to the 'local gov- Donald Sangster entered the elec- would hasten the steps to- Federation or not, This Refer­ernment council of St. Eliza. toral contest as an Indepen- ward independence. endum was held on September beth. They called them paro· dent for the constituency o1 The. liberal British G?vernor, 19. 1961, with the JLP advis· chial boards in those days, South st. Elizabeth. He was S1r Hl.!Jgh Foo�. .sen&mg �he ing secession and the PNP That was in 1933 when voting badly crushed between the ch��ges afloat m the wanmg advocating tpe maintenance qualiiieation was restricted to two major parties: the JLP, BrrtlSh Empire as, a whole, ot the federal link. incomes and property-owning that had been stitched to- pressed both par!les int� " R • d ] }above a certain level. He gether six months earlier ou.t forward move Wlth the :first emaine oya remained a parish .councillor of the structure of the Busta· constitutional amendn;e_n� that Despite his personal view� of continuously since then, ex- mante Industrial Trade Union; brought real respons1bilit� to support for the Federation, cept for a year's interruption and the PNP. The JLP's the people's representahv�s: Donald Sangster remamed loy-between 1955 and 1956. Burnett Coke took the seat. the inauguration of the �m- al to his party's policy in Sir Donald grew out of a is.terial System un�er wh1ch favour of secession and bP middle-class farming family Undaunted, Donal d Sangster turn fiVe of the electives took played a major role in tb" in st. Elizabeth. His father, ed back to the needs of his charge of all the Governm�nt Referendum campaign. In the the late William B. Sangster, parish. He was elected Chair· departments except t�e pollee, end, the voters returned a was a Commissioned Land man of the Parochial Board the army, the judiciary and majority of 38,942 fOr sece�­Surveyor who combined thls in Hl49. Then, that same year, external relatio'l.s. sion. So both parties combined work with cattle rearing. His with the second general elec· 

Tl t was when Donald Sangster to draw up a new Constitu­motber cassandra, was the tions under universal adult la 
a real Minister of tion for an independent Ja· daught�r of Oscar Plummer, a suffrage coming up, he took �ecame 
Bc.t thla condition maica. Donald Sangster sat on writer-historian. One o! his the fateful st-:� that sh�ped 

w�s
an:_�t to last for long. Less the bi-partisan drafting com­uncles, Peter Watt Sangster, �i� future polihc�l career. he 

than two years later electoral rnittee of both Houses or wa� one of a small group of Jomed the Jama1ca Labour 
luck changed temporarily. Parliament. 

, native legislators, led by the Party, 
Th JLP went down to defeat The comm1ttee cotnple.ed 1+� late J. A. ?· Smith. who set This t�e, running as a JLP b 

e
the PNP ill February 19;;5 work ithin three months and out to rcslSt the absolute candidate, he took the South .!and D ald Sangster himself Donald Sangster \Yas there pow�r of the British Govern- St. �lizabet� _seat and �as was one 

0�1 the major casual- when the formal instrumen•s ors m the years between the appomted Mm1ster for Social tl . h had the tables turned of independence wel'e ne!:[o· two world wars. Welfare. in t�e new CJ:overn· 
0:5• 

h! by his old rival, tiated in London -�·ith the ment, succeedmg in thlS . em-
B rn tt Coke who had re- British Government m Jam·· Sir Donald Sangster himself was bryonic Ministry F.rank P1Xl7Y si�ned :from 'the JLP in 1947, try 1962, with new ge.neral the product of Munro College who had lost hiS seat m ran and lost under the PNP elections fixed for Apnl Of 0921 to 1929), one of the Central Kingston to the PNP's banner in 1949, but made it that year. most fashionable secondary Wills Isaacs. with the PNP tide in 1955. The JLP scored a signal victory -schools of his yoc.th. There he For the next year, Donald Sang- ...--.,,------made his mark in cricket, 

Le d - f' th ster concentrated on his law of 26 seats to the PNP's 19. football, athletics, boxing and a er 0 e practice, hut kept his political and in the new Government in the gymnasium. He was H hand in by lending assistance Donald Sangster returned to still studying to be a solicitor ouse to the BITU. A court decision his old portfolio of Minister ot when h� was fir�t elected tc With the start of the JLP's sec· ousted the JLP's George Finance as well as Leader ot the pan�h council. �h.en he ond term in office in 1950, , · Peryer from his seat in the House. Shortly a.fter in­was admitted as a sohc1tor m. the party began to streamline Northeast Clarendon for an dependence on August 6; 1962, 1937, he was then 26 years old. 't struct�e One of the election oflence committed he was named Deputy Prim" The labour upheaval came in ��anges rung �vas Donald Sang· I during the 1955 contests. ;t'he Minister to Sir Alexander 1938 and brushed lightl:v 
ster's appointment as Deputy ) JLP put Donald San�ster mto Bustamante. across St. Elizabeth. Donald 
Leader o! the party to Bus· . the 1956 by-election. a safe For two decades before indc­Sangster fixed his attention 
tamante. When the !LP's . berth that he made even safer pendence, Donald Sangster had exclusively on parish n-eeds. 
Minister of Finance, Sir Ha· 1 through all the elections since, �erved on a widel y-ranging He got his foot o.n the second 
rold Allan, died in 1953, Don- JF'rom 1955 onwards the! PNP munber of public boards and rung of ·the political ladder in ald Sangster was put into the 1· Government increased the commttte, es. He had been a 1941 when he was elected d 1 t f th Vice-Chairman of the St. Eli· vacant Ministry and given the pace of eve opme� o e member of the Manning Home 

b th p h' 1 Bo d added responsibility of Leader West Indies Federat10n. The Advisory Committee and of za e. aroc 111 ar · 

of the House. federal union was formally the East and West St. Elizabeth Mean�Ime. the te�le 0� ��- The year before, the British ina1;1gurated . in 1958 y;ith .Ja- School Boards; he had been a ' ma1ca. :were e .g gra ua Y Colonial Office began to prod ma1ca havmg a b1-part1san Director of Jamaica Veget::.­m o b ll i s e d .. at
d 

two . so
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l th West Indian island gov- approach. But when the fed- bles Ltd. from 1943 to 1949. Be levels· at the .,ra e t:mon eve e 1 t ain.s developed as 1 d · t • · h d · th 1 d h' of Alex- ernments seriously towards a era s r . P aye a prommen par, m t e ��d=: B�t��:�e
1P to make federal union. The JLP Gov- early as 1959, the PNP Go':'- scouting . activities of his na-. · d an es for ernment went along listlessly ernment sought changes m trve pansh, and captained the nev; eco�omic � v

t t�e o!i as the PXP Opposition dis- the federal structure that was Nethersole Cricket team from v:age-wor 1 ers; 
d

an :h Jeict.er: played a� enthc.siastic in- slated to become an indepen- his parish in 1949. tic.al levc un er �anJev 10 terest The British got the dent natlon by 1963, . He had been a member of the shtk of N��an 
dent n' tion West 

.
Indies to set up a Re· Two main committees, the poll• M=o and Dickenson Trust, 

m
a
t 

e 
f 

an 
30�n 

_
epen

colony �on- gional Economic Conference tical and .the economic. S
were the Black River Drainage ou o a -year · . i d n in· set u.p m Port of pam. and Irrigation Board. Between aid leaned sympathetically to to put the slan . s on a Trinidad to negotiate the 1950 and 19152 he had been both movements, but remained tegrat
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; changes.' Donald Sangster went Jamaica's delegate to confer-o the sidelines prelu e o · e era 1 n. 11 th · t' g th n . ·. th most articulate to a eir mee m 8 as e re- ences in New Zealand. Ceylon A new CollShtuhon was won Sangster 8J!I e · P presentative of the .JLP Barbados London and Can� from the British Colon.lal �upp�rte��f t�e !ed;ral
n 

1�h: Opposition right up to 1960 ada. 1n' addition, he was a Office that offered .Jn r:laica ttl t e ;-a� pu 0 when, on the occasion of a member of the Board ol the first step towards mde- REC as J�maJ�a 8 d�legate. 
d federal by-election for Ja· Governors of the Institute o! pendenc e. It provided for R But the . lmpe us 0 w a r . 5 maica's St. Thomas seat, the Jamaica a connection h( wholly-elected House of RP· Federation .of the West Indie� JLP :.uddenly about!aced and · t · '  d 'th 'd t presentatives based on univer- wa

.
s . sluggish. The. greater threatened to have Jamaica �:�l=e 

of �s d���h
e up 0 

sal adult suffrage and an P0 ItJcal concentratiOn was secede from the Federation il · 

Rl 
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the party ever became the 
Government of the island in 
the future. 
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I. nanci· a letting the British handle the It t t dJ situation in their own way. ya y es e 
' Spokesman 

Sir Donald gained a 1ood l'here was no question 81 to his stature as a parliamentarian, successor. Sir Donald had 
Independence opened the door that reached throughout the been Sir Alexander'• chi�f 

to new opportunities for Don- Commonwealth. He had been lieutenant since 1950 His 
ld S t t ak a member . of the Common- loyalty had been tested more a angs er 0 m e a more wealth Parliamentary Associa- than once and proven beyt'nd deliberate impact in the af- hon s:nce �95� and hie emin- any doubt. His standing with­fairs of his country. He sat ei_Jce ill �his field was recog. in the party was also unques-. on the Jamaican delegation mzed w1th his election aa tioned. Year after year he had 

that received formal admis- Chairman of the CPA for been re-elected First Deputy 
sion to the United Nations 1n 1964165. . Leader without opposition 
New York on September 18 

At home: . Sir Donald faced until the 1966 JLP conference 
1962 • The next day he fle� b
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h
ficult, complex pro- last November. 

t 
· ems. ere was the minor Then Mr. Robert Lightbourne, o Washington to lead the revolt in his Cabinet when who had been named Actingdel�gatlon that received the Mr. Wilton Hill, the Minister Deputy Prime ·Minister 'In 

nation's format admission_ to Without P?rtfolio from the January 1988, challenged him 
the International Monetary S_enate, resigned over his de- for the post of First Deputy 
Fund and the World Bank at CIBi!Jn to exempt all non-Ja- Leader. The result waa a 

et.- d d 
· mar cans on the .academic staff massive 3-1 victory for Sir a me mg ad ress� by the of the University of the West late American- Presrdent John Indies from the provisiona of 

Donald. 
F. Kennedy. the Work Permits Law. So, with Sir Alexander's deci-

Over the next year and a half. S�r. Donald rode that one sion to retire at last made. 
as the nation's chief financial f1rmly, readjustad the Senate Sir Donald was free for the 
spokesman, he attended a by bringing Mr. George Rang. first time to make the cru'cial 
number of international con- �ill from the President's chair decisions affecting the Gov­
fe. rences at which he cumula- �,!.o

. H
th
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e
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Oab!net to replace ernment and the party. He de-
u.u cided to call new general trvely_ built up the image of Then there was the even more elections, fixed February 21 Jamarca as a new nation oi intricate situation when inter- as polling day. The results 

moderation and stability. His party violence began to rake are fresh in everybody's 
I!ersonal urbanity and friend- Western Kingston from last memory. He led the JLP to 
lmess stamped him as a unique year April. No polltieiatt ab- a smashing victory over the 
character who attracted an horred violence more sincere- PNP Opposition of 33 seats 
equally warm ruponse that ly than Sir Donald and the to 20. 1'1:ie next day hE; was 
loaded the bag of the nation's fact that adherents of hla own s..yorn in as Prime Minister. 
indefinable as.qets. . party were among the active S1r Donald had become mas• 

Th 1964 b 1 combatants added a heavy ter of his own house. 
· e year was are Y three weight to his relponsibllit The new Prime Minister went mouths o1� when the severest Then, to load him down Jore cautiously about picking his testmg perrod began for Donald de!perately, came the dis- team. For a start he re·ap­

Sangster. The Prime Minister, covery of the first signs of pointed all the former Cabinet 
Sir Alexander, fell ill requir- the cerebi"al trouble that final- MinisterS! to their old port­
ing major surgery on 'his eye. ly took his: life in Montreal. folios, adding only Mr. Hu�h 
He was flown to a Washing:- Towards the en_d of September Shearer, Vfho had won S1r 
ton hospital 1 v· s' last year, S1r Donald flew Alexander s Clarendon seat, 
D 

. ea mg . Ir privately to Montreal for and giving .him one of his �n�ld to . act as Prrme check-l;IP by 8 neuro.specialis� own portfolios, Extern!ll Af· MlDlster. Srr Al�xander got The diagnosis confirmed 8 fairs. 
through the surgery success- dangerous tendency towards Then �e .Picked the Govern­
fully, returned home early in high blood pressure. There ment s Side of 13 S�natorsJ June to resume his office but was no immediate danger, but three o.f . whom he des1gna�ea 
with a reduced work load the warning was grim. And as M�1sters: Sir Nevllle 
Sir Donald kept on doing t
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th P im . . , . IS ea ow e ae • e r e Millister s routrne the first news that greeted thr�e as parliamen ary sl;!cre­
chores dt:.tifully through the him was the decision to de- t11T1es: Dr .. Arthur Burt, Mr. 
rest of the year. clare a State of Emergency in Cyril Atkinson and Mr. Ivan 

:Then, in January 1985 Sir the city's w9'1t-end. Moore . �e completed the sl�te 
A] d . ' . . of parliamentary secretanes 

_exar: er was stncken agam, He steered the nahon through with three from the Hou�e: thrs trme with a series of the month-long emergency, �·e- Mr. William McLaren, Mr. 
strokes that Incapacitated assuring_ the fearful with �1se.. Wycliffe Martin and Mr. 
him. so began Sir Donald's moderation at the same tune Tac\us Golding. 
two-year stretch as Acting that· he 1ace� down the l?w- Then the new Prime Minister 
Pr' · M' ·st th t t t d less mmonty with firm summoned both chambers of Ime mr er a es e to strength. Parliament for the formal t�e full all his q1:_1alities of One of the main difftculUe1 Sir swearing-in of the memb�r• diplomacy. forbearance. dog:- Donald had to endUiTe WBI on March 15. The PNP bny-p:edne�s and equanimity. For the fact that he had to carry· cotted the sittings. Sir Don. 

• all practical purposes, he was for two years the full ruponsi- ald made a passing �reference 
in charge of the Government. bility of office . within tl•A to their absence. He co::Iclutf"'d 
but he was hardly his own s�adow of the !Dcapacltated his brief speech with these 
master. Sir �lexander J11ustamante. He words: 

The Rhod ·a · · n d was ill the pos1tion of a cap- "In pledging our support to vou e!H n cr.rs!ll. are up tain of an atrcraft wbo was Mr. Speaker, in your 3ns:1lng to cut harsh divisions within likely to have the controls term we also pledge to do c•ut the Commonwealth. Sir Don- wrenched out of his hands �t best 'for all the people ·:If Ja-ald went to the Common- any moment. He bore th1s maica without fear or favour." 
wealth Prime Ministers' con- parado:tlcal situ�tion without Those proved to be Sir Don-
terence in July 1965 to I nd complamt. �ut hll patient en- aid's last words in public 

• . . e . durance paid off m January ' 
a frrm but moderatmg vorce m last when Sir Alexander took That a�ernoon he went up to 
favour of a tough policy by the the momentous decision to 1.8• the military bunaalow, Bu�'!l 
Br!ti�h Government a�ainst tire from tl blic life. Cottage, at Newcastle to wor�t 
the rebel Rhodesian regime. on t!J.e Bu<!get. He wor�ed 

He increased the Jamaican im- steadily un�ll Frl4ay ev;n ng. 
oact when the Commonwealth He was shaymg early on ,-,atur-
Prlme Minister� reconvened 4ay mornillg wh� he ,.ot the 
th · f · first cerebral seizure. The err . C';'n erence m La!(OS, maid found him on the fl<'or Nh!erJa; m January 1966. �e of the bathroom, called tt•e expre�s� the conference s Seraeant for . he! . He was skepticism . �ver the e�fective- brought down to �is >Jffic:Lll ness of Brrtish economic sane- R 1 1 tions against the rebel regime, home. Vale oya , w 1ere a 
but. allowina that th ·Rho- _ 

team _ of doctors went to W•H k. 
d · b. " 

e . nn l.nn. Tbev dJagnoRe.l 1he es1an !e. �Ilion was a Bntls.b cerebral con1nlainf ·tdvi�ed responsrbih�y, t h r e :v h1s his going to Montr"eal whp··e weight behmd the pohcy of the ramed Ncuro]ogi,·al I•.,ti- ...._ 
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t11te is lncatl'd. ��· Sir Donald was flown out on � 
an American Government ,<•r· � ;:9 craft on Monday· night, f><�t.:ll· �� � 
ed the Institute in th� errly ¥;<·� hours of Tuesday. Later tnat ·' ,:;'V dc.y the specialists discoJ •red 'I� � 
the cerebral haemorrh :.�ge. · .,... '9 
Gradually the Prime Mu�is "..�V 
sank Into a coma. ..!�"S-And thus he passed awa:v.� nt�Y 
unpro(('s(ing. � , ...., -� y 
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