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The personality with whose story I close this saries was undoubt-
edly the best-lmown Jamaican woman 1n__the_‘w:-1c1 gt lagge. during the
middle yesrs of the last century. 1 refer to Mary Seacois. They

¢alled her the Jamaican Florence Fightingale and elso the hle MNysses,

plumed
nemes of which ahe na pmud. for she hed always “ herself on being

& nurss and a tmvelle‘i‘. She was not e great women, but she was an
oxtmly :Lntenating m aml she had one of the kindest hearts that
evey bont in & human 'breast. : 5

Mary wae born early in the eighteen mmdmds, in Kingstonm, per-
haps in the hot.l——eang_d Biundell Hpll on ?at Street, which was run by
hgi- mother. The latter's neme has deen forgotten, thougn it could
pnbably be diaeonnd by a eaveful search w the civie records of
the t:lmo- ¥ary hcrsalf did nothing to clear up the nystery. In an
autodiography which ghe published, and to which I shall refer later,
ghe excused heraelf for foiling to give the date of her dirth, memark-
ing tha_t; that was a feminine privilege. GBhe went on 10 stale simply
that hew mother was a Creole and her fathar a Scottish soldiew.

The truth appears to have been thlt ala'lw was illegu:l.mto. it
is likely that the Sscottish father m g-i Dla{rmfgr;r:ﬁomrd
@lludsd to a cousin of that nama on tho patemnal siges The hotel, which
et first was little more than a glorifiied boagﬁim—houu. wes very pop-
ular with sailows snd the military from UpjPark Camp and Newcastle.

-

A tmique Teature was, that liary 8 mother had a rcputation a8 & healer
‘maladies
and was Xnown es the "Dootress.” Many guests wewe cuwed of tnpical’.
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