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Notes on Mary Seacole q fl/ ;)1

\ 

J-iary S.eacole was born in Kingston, Jamaica, in a .,building that 
was perhaps the Blundell Hall Hotel located on East Street • . In.her 

. ,'.. -�UtObiography she does not divulge the date Of her birth; although 
· . .  she 'confessed,"the century and myself were both young together, and 

· 1 ; that 'we. have grown side by side into. age and consequence." H�r ( ... 
.. · .. ; mother was a Creole and her father a Sootti�h soldie�. .To her l(lther 

· . _; she ·;.tr.aced her affection for camp life and for "the pomp, pride and.';�' ,,' · · circ,µmstanoes of glorious war." - . \ .. 
" ) 

, " . , _Jidary, Seacole did not dwell at leng·t�b. on her early childhood � 
The _truth' appears to have been that she was illegitimate.· It is ; 

... ; likely that the Scottish father was called Day, for at one stage �)she 
. alluded to a paternal co usin by that name. 

. . . . 

, 1 .. � , · ,  · · Mary's mother had the reputation of being a "doctress", bec�use
· , she .:ministered to the sick soldi13rs and sailors who frequented the· 

J 
t 

-�:;: .. · 'hotel .• " Mary never men tioned her by name, although it could possi.bly 

1 • • < .\ tlff. 
·.i· · ���e;-:proc

.
u�ed from the ci vie recqrds. · · 

· 

' . . , . 

· 

.

· 

l;I' . :: 'For a time Mary lived with i:i. relative at 5? Water Lane,· Kin'.gston t_.., 
· \·.·but. she stated; "when I was about twelve years old I was more freqJ�ntly 

,'¥":,.�t . my mother's house, and used to assist her in her duties, very orten '.�111/ · ?�rl tShari'ng with her the task of attending upon invalid officers or their .,... 
�' :/ -.w.1..Y-..es • • •  " · 

· J 
I �i" ::. 

'. �:· ...,� .:,. �� >.,� ·� )t $• ""\ t 1 • I �·H ! " ·' . · ,i,·while still young, she had the. opportunity to visit England· �s 
.f•.'" ·;·a travelling companion or possibly as a servant • .  There -she remain'ed· 

1 
1· • ·for�1a--year. This opportunity was repeated and Mary lived :tn ·.a:ngland,:_ · 

:., -, . · .  for..,two"years on this occasion·. /- \ ' C.'-. •· . .. : '_ John;Seacole was an elderly man when Mary married him: He was > 
:� si�kly:and. in order to improve his health, the couple .moved to Black 
��- ' · ·�1ver .' >This was a very unhappy choice, . since Black River was at the-�¥ · ime:a most.unhealthy spot, fever being very prevalent t�ere. ·Mrs. 

�ac.ole set up a shop. The sojourn was brief since John became worse
and .. they,.were forced to return to Kingston. In a little while Mary

. rwas·_a� widow. · ' · 
; . . . I . I -- . . .

· The· trips to England had wl}etted Mary's travel lust. Over a. 
·period of time ·She visited Nassau, 'Haiti, Panama. Just· how these 
trips were financed is doubtful J but ·it is believed that she set up
boarding houses in each instance. . . . I . 

Mary's mother had be�ueath�d to her sister Louisa and herself, 
Blundell Hall • .  The building was destroyed in the great fire of 1843.r�--

· Later it was rebuilt through Mary's assiduousness. Even though the ·· hotel proved overwhelmingly successful, Mary Seacole left the manage­
ment. to. Louisa and devouted herself to "doctoring". In 1850 there

,·was a cholera epidemic in Kingston, during which she volunteered as 
· a nurse. She was said to .have learnt a great deal from qualified

«·physicians and even developed a medicine of her own. 

She went a second time to PEµiama. This was during the California 
Gold Rush and thousands·· were crossing the Isthmus for America to seek 
their fortune.. An Am.ericRn company was also�b.uilding a ·railroad from 

·.·Colon to Panama City. That living conditions were bad, may well be
deduced. Diseases were prevalent and Mary Seacole was again recognised 

. .'f.'or her unstinting efforts. She became"an angel of mercy" to the 

........ 

Americans. " ' 
" 

\t ·From Panama she went to Cuba. The chronolosy of this trip is 
�H-bious. Her arrival coincided with a. terrible -cholera·-..epidemic. .. 
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Notes on Mary Seacole: compiled in the West India Reference Libtary, 
.. � 12/8/1958 � 

' ' 

Mary Seaoole w:as born in Kingston·, Jamaica, early in the, l.9th 
oentury. She would never divulge her age, nor did she disclose the 
nam� ot her !"ather,·but impli�d, in her lite "Won"ertul Adventures· 

. -, ,ot Mrs. Mary Seacole"�hat he was ot a good Scottish family, and no 
. .. -, . doubt the energetic ways she displaye9,·, not at all like the usual 

· ·· · languid West Indian women, were due to this ancestry. 

' ' 

She married an elderly man, John Seaoole, wh�Se health was far 
trom 'good,·a.Iid they W€nt to settle in'Blaok River which, in those days 
was .. a fever-ridden· swamp. Not long attar, Mr. Seaoole became much 
worse, and they returned to Mary's mother in Kingston, where he died 
in a tew weeks' �ime. 

. . 

I 
( 
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�ary became a traveller, and visited Nassau, Haiti and Panama, 
where she·set up a ·business, but returned to.Kingston later. The 
Crimean War broke out in 1854, and.Mary decided to go out to help 
the soldiers, many or whom had served in Jamaica and .had visited the 

, excellent. boarding house kept by her mother and herself. The Govern­
men� did not recognise her officially, but allowed her to go and set· 
up � hotel which was a great suco.ess, but not financially, for she had 
�o become.a bankrupt at the e�d or the war. 

I 
. I 

' I A Mrs K. Stewart had a litter published in the Daily Gleaner ot 
.the· 29th •ugust l939 � and she related a story in illustration of the 
.very .good terms ..tt89&.�which Mrs Seacole had been with members of the 

.. Royal Family. Mrs Seacole had been requested by Alexandra, Princess · 

· �,..,, ot Wales, to 'procure some· Jam�ica mangoes for her. Hear.1ng that a . 
� � � captain Cooper would be returning to England, Mary wrote:and asked him�I 

· .·send .e. basket· 'on. the ice', , which, as S.uperintendent of the Royal Mai "1 
· j�ompany, he would be .able to do, and th.e mangoes were duly brought to· I 

London.· . ·Mrs. Seacole took them herself to .Marlborough House, . the 
·r'esidenoe or .the Prince of Wales, .and delivered them personally ·to 

· .thePr.incess. On being asked whether she had made a u nice curtsey · · 

when she entered the reception room, she said '"Oh my dear, I don'Cl 
go there? ·When I go to see the Princess I.go up to her private sittin 
room and we sit and talk like the old friends we aret 

· 

Mrs • . Seacole died in 188+, most highly r9spected and deeply regrett 
ed by all who knew her, she.had made many rrtiends or all rLmks and 

I 
I 

·stations in life, and the care and skill which had been used on be­
. halt ot the soldiers in the dreadful conditions in the Crimea were 
·most highly appreciated by all who had refeiv�d her minis�rations •. 

J 
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Here 
. , / Mary became known as "The Yellow Woman from Jamaica with the cholera 

. medicine." 

! •' 

,, .. 

It is believed that Mary Seacole was in Jamaica when the Crimean 
War began in 1854. She was stimulated into action by learning that 
a regiment which had been previously stationed in Jamaica had been 
sent to the front. Her presence in Crimea was not official and because 
of lack of support from the War Office she had to be declared a bank-

-rupt at the end of the war. 

In her book Wonderful Adventures of Mrs. Seacole in Many Lands 
her. adventures, which may be accepted as accurate, are ably recalled. 
She died in 1881, some aocoun·t;s say in Kingston and others in 

�;London.. Her sister survived her for tl:d �y-four years, dyine at an 
advanced age in 1905. ......� .. H�- �\1:1<'\ -

· · 

No traces or Blundell Hall remains; for after being demolished in 
the earthquake 10f 190?, a marble works was built on the site. If 
, posteri;ty remembers Mary Seacole, it is chiefly as an odd type and as 
the' Female Ulysses. Her name may be perpetuated, how ever, through 
a-Ladies Residence Hall at the University College of the West Indies 
beine named after her. 

SOURCES: 

W. 'Adolphe Roberts 
W. J. S. editor · 
M. O'Connor Morris 
Biographical notes 

-o-

- Mary Seacole, a radio script. 
- Adventures of Mrs. Seacole in many 
- Memini: or a mingled yarn. 

lands. 

made up of new,spaper clippings. 
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. Kan was f'as7_1nated b7 �e? mothe�' s aa�ompl1shment
_
s. � 

' .  · The little gi!'l l1Ted f'o? a whi.le with '!'elat1Yes at 5'1 Wa'te? 
.-I" ;.ane. But ahe waa otten __ at tlie __ h<>'t!l•. to which sh! l"&tum.ed at the· 

•S! ot 'twelTe to help be� mothe!' nu'!'Se s1ok soldie?a. Hot long atier­
. wa� abe got� obance .to go to -;-4 as a t�Tell1ng oompan.1on, poa­

a1� a� a aenant. She stayed :to? a hl.1 79ai-. then mad& a second 
•07age.nth the aame·p�le and �ained·:f'oi- two Y"!a?a. When she got 

t, �- to Jamaiea, ah•••••••• acqu.1?ed a new and pemaMnt name b7 t ... ,� --·, .. •4 _.... 
• _ .. 

· · .' -� H!'• ·Seaoole, llhOa she 4ea¢be4 as a s1cklJ' man. 
. . . _ .. i"��· 
··�. 

The oo'Ql>le moved to Blaok. Mvei-,. :ihei-e Seaoole opened a atoN• 
� - . ., . ..,i .ao'1l.d aoa:ri�l.7 haft chosen a wo?se spot, t� f'eTe'!'a wei-e alway• 

.P�aen.t. 1n Blaelt RiYer at that time, and 1t had the reputation of 
. . . 

'�� �moat tmhealthJ' town in Jamatca. Be aoon collapae4 and ha4 
·,,_:be.·: �.lie.Ok .t.o nnaatoa. Bie wtre nlll'aed him to no a'f'ail. _ In 

.•"upl.o .d iaon'tha abe was a widow. �\ ;: . --�� �· �;:;,•Dlo�.e� died, leaW.ng Blun�ll Ball _t� hePse:Lt and a� 
�;i\·aia-1'. Leui:ea.� In 1843 Kingaton wa• awept. by a disa�tl"Oua :f.l:N, and 
�'.�;� . ' . . - ·t. . 

.:;�.:-��1. ... �m� to· the srouna. The plaee was iaebld.lt, lapgel.J' tbl'Ougb 
Ii · ' · · . . ; •iis.'• d!O�... It met with e'f'en b•tt&� aueooaa than .i.t had had in tM 

. I 

/ I I 

I I 

f' I' ,· 
v 

� ' , 

i 
I 

I· 

I 

r;:: � · ·. �� "*'1111! . as hmo� a local •4oebeaa• as be? mo�? had ffmi. '.(·� .. ��·:-������it� . . goC)4 at handlina __ 7ellow 't,,.-!r caae1h . . In 'the_ big 

�;!·;���·�·/·���°-'" �,_. 18�. aho wlunteet'tH\ �a a __ �u.PM.• 1a�aa1d
. 

to haTe 

� : · �-:�•\�,.,., ,�Ut the 4188888 _ _  and 1t8 ·� � t?'Q1ned phJ'8101an8t 
. r• I 

It. »•'1:�0te4 ia aedi01ne Ot bet' Odo 
., ... • • •; . - . ' •• ,,. '' .;tl . ' • • 

·. · . . , .. /aean�l•• ahe h�4 indulged heia love o� tra••l Ml by making 

' 
..

. 

' 

� 

.\ 

'�/ ,.... 
. ... 1.. . -- _,_ 

\ \ .,�\/1. '1 \" h I•-���� Ba1t1 � P8ll8lla· rhe 01l.'Cum.stan!es weM a little '.� ���. b�·� It, • appea?a always to haYe
, 

p�:\d
, 

hei- war � means o'f 

� · \�. �al 't�t. • and open1na amall lodging bouaee. JI01lowing the .. , • \ \ M I i I - f \ ' • ·" '1' 
• I 1 

. / ' · 

, a 1 1 

J

"�14emio o� 1850., Ma'7 Seaool.e'1,became an adventuMas 
·.tn I, " \ I I 

.I 1 " " wood I or. the \JOl'd• ( ; J Ill I \ 1�----�-� • r I 
'j 
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8'be left '1le manaseent of Bl.Udell �11 to bet- stateP LoUlaa, 
1lho latep too3' title to it. and nnt to Panama fo'P the second time• 

. - -· 

Tb1e was the period o-r . . the 0811foPnta Go14 1tus1i. !hon.sands wePe 01'08&­

iq the IatbmUo to ship northwa'N! on the Pacitto side. .An Jmei-1ean 
OODIPtu'l:t had begun the con&truct1on o'f a rail:road f'rom Colon to the 

� t7 of ·Panamth 
nre the 4�ers. 

·
·
·
- -· 

The oppot'tuni t1�a fer mtJlting mone7 were gi-eat. but 
byaiene . 

Condi t1ons o� on the Isthmus we'f'e ex-

tt'CDel.3' bad· Diseases at eTe1"J' Jr.ind 1'e-re Niupant. - . ··- . 

- \ \ .. 

', 

lli'&.· l3eaoole rented a bu:tlding and opened a combined lodging 
-· ..... # - J; 

houM and ato�. Prett� soon her dde:r ecti Vi ty was ca!"ing tor st.ck -.. - -.. -· .... 

" . 

to?e1gnspa, end she gave hGt-at'tlt to this humen1 tartan WO!"k w1 thout 
-· - . 

atiat• Yellow tevei- was a yearlt p'.roblem, and there was at least one 
- -- _.. - ..,._ 

outb!tealt of oholel'Cl• Tho Amel"ioans celled. he?t an angel ot ·m�07. - --

� 

/ �· aai11--oa4 ·�i-ko�a .held e banquet for be�. at \'lhiOh 6 tactles� Yankee 
toa,ated hera in g1�tetul ·terms as a woman but aa14 ho .onl� w1$be4,he 

· r  

' ; . -;.. · �-'" ' •  
� w �  -• 

oo_U14 .8!ne �er·� do!ng, scmet�� t� li�ten het- oomp�eno�· ��� 

eo.o:i.i,-. �buk·&d
·
· h� �r. bad manners �nd. add!d. that She wae_ 'well. rat�s-

·
1·· ' . , 

nea .. ·th,l,Dlk 7ou, -... \d th the ooloui- ot he1' skin• .. I . 
· 

'. ';. "P8�'1- o.s: 0. �lief t'�om the p�blems and �v��k ot �. iatb• ·:1. 
r)!;;" . 

. � . '· ' . , -�. . . . ' .- l. _... ' • ' ,)··-
. -s � -'* .Xo.'!\Y'. w8n� to Cuba. She almost· 1mm&dfattll7 !-an into e trimn:tflll . ''��' '. f� · ,�J,e;. ��Oem�, and as �auel p1tchod in and help&!• �"-,P��r.•i\ t� j · 

'i 1. 

lie, oo �eo���e an amateu,. pJlTaic�an that she waa,e_ eUed, "the Yeu.,, F 
\ � • ( ' � :t'rOm . .taDllica w1:th t!'.e cbole1'8 _ me<li8!_11,!1 • • 'l'hh_ t�. she. oaugbt � 
\ � � 

tha."41aea�, but dosed he!tsel't an.Ct �eooveiee4.' She N.tu!'Mcl to 
; .1. � P8llama •. 

l'( � 

' 
. --

-
/ 

1 

� .. _ ... 
lla!7 Scaoole appea:r-s to haYe been in Kingston when tbe Ori.in 

wait b!'Oke out 1n 185' between �s1a on the one side and England• P 
� and S41'd1n1a on the other. llu!7 •1 h8Te heard o't the i .. · 

-- . . ·-- -··· ·- · 

woPk. of' !lufti.ng. at the fl'Ont tba� J'lo'Nnee Bightinple aa f\:\.w 

tbs t seems doubttul• She got the i4ea on run- own account ' 



. I 

like to So anc1 bel;>_ the aold1era. 

�- 0 ': I ... MA lli'tt. INBTl.1. u � .,, I . 
"' - 1\1' -nvlni'l\. !.\{;� L1Bfl1 

9fFBT ll(DlA a-..-. i, 

Th• thiq that moat stimulated hep 

aa � news that regimsnta ahe had knom in Jmaaioa had left tor tho 

I ..... 
.. /Ii 

She aol4 Pl'OP•1't7• M1so4 aa mWlh oaah aa posai'ble• and went to 

I 
I 

./ 

/ : 
i I,\ 
'· \ . I I � . 

. - -· .. .. --

Lon4oa, wbeN ebe o:ttoHd her eemeea to the Med1ca1 Department. tbe 
-· - - -- - _... -· 

war �ttice and the Qual'te'mblatei-' a Ott1ce. At a.11 three she waa ?e-

3ecte4 - lll81nl.1' �eoauae she was ool.o'1l'ed. 
, · - She then reaol'ted to h�r f'avcU?i te · �evi�e and a-ot tlle Wa'P ot ... 

ftoe toagl-ee to her setting up a hotel end atol'e in the Crimea. The 
- -· ..... 

oaiid ahe ·pnnted was headed, "BnTISH HO'rm., Mn. J.tary aeacole, late �,_ 

It 
10� Xingate>n, Jsraaica," ad went on ·to say that she ,.espeettUlly announc­

-" 
eel to he!' "f'ol'Dle-r kind tri.ends and to the e>�fioel'S ot t1\e Amr,. an4 NaV7 

, sene1'8llJ'1".that She intended on he!' 8M'1Val at '.Bi:ilaolaVa to "establieh 
�-

e -· 

a aeaa table and oom:to,.tabl.11 GJ.\al'te?'a fol' iiiok and convalescent ottiC--
- ,. 

·�·" It was a cg.ou.flaged ·hoSJii i tal sohaae. 

CP111ea 'b1 w97 or Gib�alta�, M�lta and Constantinople. At Malta an · 
- ' -·- -- -

otticei- gave bet' a lettei- to norence Ntgbtingal.e, dlom s..lt$ ovel'took - . . 

at 80Utar1,o� the Asiatic eoest o�posite Constantinople. 'l'he two women 
....... •. . •, ... . . · - -. . · · . ·. · 

had a bt'let talk on that occasion, end they me.t again neal." the friont. 
. . . . _.. -

. . · -

But th�7 followed d1�reJ1ent cou�eea, th� one of'f'ic1a1. the othe� - - -

unotticial • . The Jamaican had a 1'0\Jt&h timbe� bUilding ei-eoted on the 
)· ·, 

� 800 poun<l•• Thei-c wee a -restaul.'ant and ba?'. 
-� --

It cost her aN>und ..... . - ... 

Mol.'o impo�tant, tbOPO 
• n?e lai-;e 'l'Oome :tor the cal'G o't the woundecl, ana deop1 te the announce-

.. - -· _ ... 

meat on ber business oa!'d Ke17 neacole did not d1&o'"1...m1nate betveen 

ottioere and men. 

lfominall.7 She.was a sutle?1 a tenn which the d1C!iona�7 4e�1nes 
' . ' ' . 

••• •one who tollows an al'lft1' and se�ls p�oY1s1ons, 11quo�, etc •• to 

the t!'Oope." liote, now, what w. 1!. �aell, the taznoue \Ytlr co�spond<mt 



( '·
� th9 J:.oll4cm UM!• wrote about JA:Y'lf Seacole: "I have w1 tnessed her 

"f' 1'.votion and he?' COU?'SSe; I have al:t:'ea<ly bot'Ile testimony to her serv1ces 

I to 1111 who needttd them. She ia the t1�st viho has redeemed the Mme o'f 
/ . · '.Utle�' � th�- suspicion ot wo�thlessnese,. __ me�ena� baeer.ess __ and 

./ plun4eit; nnd I tl'U8t that Bngland will net �orget one lfbo bee nu.i-sed 
- - . -

hn a1Gk, who eought out her Wj\lDded to �id and aucoouii- them, and who 
- --

pei-tO?Wt4 the last o1'i'1oea·:rore aorne or he.,. illust!aious dead." 
�e situation of Mal?' Sencole�a lhtitish Hotel was V6"1f'7 oloae to 

+• 1: the ft 1'1Dg line t and Sh! ineYi ta.b1y had cloae __ brushes �-th dangeJ'. But 
abe put the needs of he!' eold1el's ahead or be,- own. He1- good-humouit 

f 

I 

J 

-- .... -

MT8!' talte!'ed. Shs was known us "Mothe� Sescole" and .''Aunty Seacole." 
- -· -· _,., 

On het' pa!'tt aha add-ressed eve1""YOne, o-t whateve,- t'a!lk., as "M¥ son," 
no dolibt giving 1 t the Jema.ican pNnuncia ti on, "Me son." 

_._. ---

Sebastopol �ell in 1855, end e�ortly a�tel' that the war ende4 
� · i.thor auddenJ.7• The Al.lied nations got the1,- ti-o�_ps out ot the Or.Q� 

, ·· •4 O!d.mean peninsula !'� quickJ.7 ae they could. Ye!7 had to close her 
•!'tabli sbment in a hUM.7, · · -a::':d she we s able to l'eali ze in cash o� a 

.traoti�n .O't the val�_ or h.�� supplies. mie ... +wes as good as_ �nad• ra! 
8he had aunk all he'P N!aoul'cen in the venture, and no Gove'm.t!lent depn:rt• 

- - - . .  _.., 

aa.t: admitted 8J.f3 i-esponaibilty t°OI' hel'• The Gove"111'1lent had nte'r�ly 
' : . -· -

· allowd···hcnt' to ope!'ato• . ' -- _.. -

.. 

'. . ) . ' : ....... ,, . . 

· · ·. · · On :betw- �t\ll'n to England $he t"iled e cuPious pesti tion in bank-
.,, . 

iq)tQ1'.� · � whlch ahe liEted mon�y owing __ to _he? un4eta the hes.4�_nge · ·O� • . 

'pod dt.t1)ta and.bad-debts. Under tho f'o1'!!lei' el11sstf'ioatton wet'e items 
' ' _,,. -· - .. . �-- _ .. 

o� ·aaale., :4i-ink8--and. .se!'Yices whiob s la$e 11mbe'P o't otttoere bad bee· 
. - -- -- --

allOlf!!d W'.cha�e· �ee otticei-s inollldecl 4)NOt1oal� !Yel'Y Bngl1dl 

an4 1'N11cb i'geneNl 1410 had been with the a ?Ilia a. 1n the .. O'Pimea• . It ia 
. ( . ·.. 

-- -· 

aa.14 ·that. tbe7··a11 paid '\JP• and at kched. f'r1endl.7 notQe to theS.11-
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· J. �1 Mary Seaoole: 

Notes. ---

a native of Kingston, at one time the proprietor 
1907 

/ 
I 

.:·· 

.. 

J/ 

of Blundel l Hal l (destroyed by the earthquake of lQ�), th3n a lodg-

ing house, is best known for the kind nes s  of heart and sy mpathy for 

suf fering dis pl ayed by he·r when acting as a sutler in the Crimea. 

The "Wonder ful adventures of M rs. Seacole in m any land s" was 

pub lished in 1857. She died in 1881·. 

. . . . . . . . . . 

.. _Geo rge Wil l ia m  Gor don: bor n  in 1821, mer chant, planter, politician-. 
• 

and independent ministar of religion, wa·s a leader of the people 

of considerab le inf luence. Ac cused of participation in the out­

b reak at Morant Bay on October 11th, 1865, he su rrendered himsel f 

in Kingston, was conveyed to Morant Bay, tried �y court-martial 

and paid the penalty of interference in the m atter by being hanged 

as a rebel, on the 23rd. 
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