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By CLYDE. S.AI\GER 

I r �OBODY COULD have' had ;} bet-
� _r1 ter grounding in the problems 1 � 

· th3.t iace J, maica and Jts 1.900,-
.! 000 people than Hugh Lawson Shear
l er the new Prime Minister a;!.d iorm
; er'Minis:cr of External Affairs. 

·I 

( As Donald Sangster !Jy cri::,·�lily iii 
1 in , ·l\'lontreal hosnital with a br,li:J he
: mor:·hagc yesrcr�by, rhe J am:�ican 
f C::�binet was m eeting in Kiagswn to 
·endorse the choice for h:s su·ccessor 
i already made by the ruling Jamaica 

J Labor Party. / 

{. . · Has close ties 

/ 
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', ...... .-" 

T'�cr� :!l·e \):) iOt!S d;Jtlp ' :' :) ! H'l\ .. '. r::s 
lOi1g :1:h.! cio;-;r d ... s,,cinti' r. "::�:1 ·.if· 
oid .. chi ... , l�H:s� bcquc:tth �-::li1 s�l:�� ... t:,1� 

' c:11ies. :1:-1:·ri ·t:l..:rly ��i�:t..)llC' the I'\�:tln::
j' al \Vorkc:·:l · -�i ... >11 \v1..� .. : ! 1 1s .,:::t'.:-: l·J ·� ]\'urr�121: :\1.1:-:lt'\'·s J)eCJp!cs :'\.:u't :""...:l 
:· Pc:rty. Tl1e N\r( is stryr:.� i:� the�·���-�-

itt:� i:1du� r:·. 'A·h�re f-'.I'C2.t cxrJa 1s:n�1 :s 
planned. 

But the d.::::�rr:s rn:..l�l be out\\t\: ... >t'l..� 
b,· !1is :.1.ir,1c.rc kr�O\\ led�t: v:· J�.�-.l�..i
C�n �t�r·c�J!lure. Boll: p�trti�s i''d��.: 
t.h.; election .111 t!:e ,; cc1 f•1r l.\i1.: r·::
iorm, to i!nd subsistence iarming c;n 

tiny hilbidc holciin,;s. !-low to do tr�·s 
durin� the comp:n: tivcly s:1ort til�.e 
that stepped-up tapping or a··;...ir.:: de
posits gives Jam::tica extr?. c2.sh for 
drastic changes is a ma ior- proble •1 
facing the new leader. · I ·A handsome and athletic-loo!,ing 43, 

Mr. Shearer was born near the north 
I coast port of Falmouth, c lose to the This knowledge, allied to his •xp ·r·i· 
I sugar and banana areas. �ot far in- ence in foreign affairs, is a gift to a 
! Janel in Trelawny parish is the hauxite Government now having to tad le sev.-

1 country; so he grew up, a scholarship 1. era! difriculr negotiations. :\ c:·u,·i,:! 
1 '. question fur Jamaica is whetJ·.cr it .·a:1 :boy going through St. Simon's Col-

I 
· 

d f 1 l f hflp persuade the ma: onsun:.::· lege, close to the backgroun o w 1at , 

I 
ar

.
e now the island's two main indus- ! , countries to make a more lavor ble 

· · International Suo:1r Agree 1�cm this . tncs. I 0 h "' · 1 d · i . . h • . - IT ; • year. nly t c spe 'l.l qt:ota an pnce Ht: mo Jeo mto .t te cenlre ot �0; tos i l o ffered Commomvec th C:ribbcan 
.. 

:and
_ 

the t�·:�:.!!1�on world at tne �ge .; · sug r by Britain nu,; kept thts b:1s:c 
of 18, when he joined the staff of the � Jamaican industry Ot.'t or t!1e red m 
Bustamante Industrial Trade Union recent years. 
and the editori al staff of The Daily 
Worker. 

Within six years he was a busy 
· member of several industria l boa:·ds, 

including the Sugar W !'are Board. 
He was on nume rous joint incustrial 
council s , from banana plantations and 
cane farming to the printing trade. It 
was not long before he became fslan·d 
Supervisor and vice-president of the 

. BITU, second only to Sir ' exander 
Bustamante himself.;·· ·. · · 

He had seven yc�r�:r:� the Lo.wer 
House from 1955, and s!l.c for Western 
Kingston, the problem slum area of 
the capital. In 1962 .he -moved to the 
Senate to become leader of Govern
ment business in the Upper House, 
with a C binet seat as Mini;;ter with
out Portfolio. So he has the advantage 
of experic•<ce in both Houses, as well 
as being slightly removed from recent 
rivalries. 

Ill 1961, be began attending the 

United Na tions regularly, and has 
headed the Jamaican delegation to 
the Gene; al Assembly since in de, en�-
ence. When ·Mr. Sangster became for 
four short weeks Prime Minister after 
the February elections, Mr. Shearer 

: was the obvious choice as External 
I Affairs Minister. l . l . In FebJ·u::�ry, when Sir AlexGndcr ft· 

nally gave up the prin�e mir�i�tr.:·ship. 

I he handed on to Mr. Shf' rl.'r h:s ow:-� 
electoral constituency , s \'. <'11 as ef

� fective leadership of the D!'I'tl. �1r. 
! Shea rer thus has a broad b�tse (lf per
i_· s�t!.�l power .. ' .-:-:-::::> ___ 

$ 4 ( 00 '· s _ a 

, Again, the qu st:,1n of 11 L.:tilcr .J c1· 
' maica follows Trin1 a a :1,� :.ppl!es !O 

join the Q,·i?.llliZ�!t Oil o:· ,\ 1.::r!c .• : , 
'Stares i:; o ;\·ir. s: t:�:ct:r l�1t ·1 h:::·--

been studying fc.- some h1e. G id::1; 
·these policies should not Ot: c.ir·i..:· 1:, 
: for he ha_s already felt tile rei,ls. 

Some h .. ve sugg..:sted the a1.point· 
mem of Jamaica's first ?\egro Prim� 
Minister (;'vir. Sangster is Creoie. an 

·�-Sir Alexander added cla:ms of Sp� 1·; 
f ish ancestry) could reka.;c pent-up • 

r anti-white feelings. The reverse is 
1 more likely: those who have recently 

become more racially cons ·ious wi!l 
be pl eased the· country has a darker
skinned leader. Mr. S 1carcr him�;:.; 
has the repu ation of a ::1oderatc, a11d 
would hardly want to fan emorio.1s. I 
His years as member for Weste:-n � 
Kingston gives him another �dn. - · 

tage if the grumbling viole!:,:e..there of f 
the past year erupts. . . 

r eavy lo s 

( ! .-/ 
.. \ ( ' ; 


