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SHERLOCK, O.M., the 1992 awardee, 
is a giant among men and a legend in his 
lifetime. His contribution to the educa­
tional, social and cultural development 
of J an1aica has been truly outstanding. 

Sir Philip's bibliography provides an im­
pressive list of books, essays, articles, pa­
pers and other publications. Of the 64 
items held by the National Libray ofJa­
maica, 18 deal with history, 20 with edu­
cation, 18 with culture and the others 
with social and general issues. He pub­
lished a number of readers for young chil­
dren as well as drama, poeu-y and An ansi 
stories and folk tales. 

He was just 17 when he took up teach­
ing as a career at Calabar High School 
and by the time he left in 1927, writing 
on his own, had passed two degree ex­
ams, the B.A. General in first division and 
the B. A. Honours first class. He then 
became Headmaster of Manchester High 
School. 

In 1932 he became Headmaster of 
Walmer's Boys School. He was only the 
second Jan1aican to hold that post and at 
30, was the island's youngest Headmaster. 

Mter twenty years of teaching Sir Philip 
became the first Jamaican Secretary of 
the Institute of Jamaica in 1938. His 
years at the Institute were characterized 
by his intense desire to bring the Insti­
tution to the service of the educational 
needs of Jamaica. Among his achieve­
ments was the revival and development 
of the Science Progran1me under cura­
torship of C. Bernard Lewis the devel­
opment of plans for a new building to 

house a lecture hall, art gallery, science 
museum and archives the opening of the 



Junior Centre at East Street in 1940 and 
a centre in HalfWay Tree in 1941; and 
a scheme for higher education to include 
the teaching of English, History, Eco­
nomics and Latin. 

As one member of the Institute the late 
H.A. Lake commented of Sir Sherlock's 
deep interest and concern about every 
aspect of the work: "his enthusiasm em­
braced any branch of the work, whether 
it be art, music, natural history, the ar­
chives, lectures, science - every aspect re­
ceived the keenest and most enthusias­
tic attention of the Secretary." 

Among his many experiments Sir Philip 
describes as "the biggest courses in edu­
cation" he ever took, his tenure as Edu­
cation Officer with Jamaica Welfare Lim­
ited, a philanthropic organization he 
joined in 1945 on the invitation of the 
late Norman Washington Manley. He 
was able to observe ways in which 
grassroots-leaderships could help to 
build the country. 

When Sir Philip Sherlock succeeded Sir 
Arthur Lewis as Vice Chancellor of the 
University of the West Indies in 1964, 
he brought with him several years of 
service to an institution that he had 
served since the time of its inception 
in 1948. He had been the first Direc­
tor of Extra Mural Studies, Vice Prin­
cipal and Acting Principal of the Uni­
versity College of the West Indies as it 
was prior to 1962. He was the found­
ing Principal of the new campus at St 
Angustine, Trinidad which set up the 
new faculty of Engineering and trans-
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formed and incorporated the Imperial 
College of Tropical Agriculture. 

He also brought to the University a 
strong commitment to the cultural de­
velopment of the Caribbean, to the study 
and writing of Caribbean History from 
a Caribbean perspective, and to the iden­
tification and analysis of those features 
of Jamaican life, that give no unique 
meaning within the framework of an 
evolving universal civilization. He also 
brought with him a conviction that the 
democratic process was inseparable from 
creative and original expression in all ar­
eas of personal and educational devel­
opment. 

Sherlock was part of that school of 
thought that opposed the notion of the 
University as an outpost of Empire, and 
his work there elevated the process of 
Carib beanization. 

The conceptualization and establishment 
of the Creative Arts Centre came out of 
his understanding of the role of the Arts 
in the formation of civilized societies. 
Mter his retirement in 1969 Sir Philip 
formulated the creation of the Carib bean 
Universities and Research Institute that 
embraced Tertiary Institutions in the 
Non -Anglophone Caribbean, the Virgin 
Islands and the University of Guyana. 
Sir Philip Sherlock has been a catalyst 
and proselytizer who brings about 
change without chaos. He has been the 
educator and educational administrator 
par excellence and the University of the 

West Indies stands as one of his lasting 
monuments. 
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