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I have much pleasure in presenting the following 

report on the activities of the Ministry of External Affairs 

during the year 1968/69 with a forecast for 1969/70 1 for the 

information of this Honourable House. 

2. The year 1968 was of marked interest to Jamaica 

since it was through Jamaica's initiative that the United 

Nations designated the year to be the International Year for 

Human Rights. The year was also of particular significance 

in the field of external affairs since Jamaica fulfilled its 

promise of economic cooperation with fellow Caribbean 

Commonwealth countries when this country joined the 

Caribbean Free Trade Association (CARIFTA). Jamaica 

further participated fully in two major exercises which 

should serve in due course to improve the country's 

economic position, viz. the second United Nations Con-

ference on Trade and Development which was held in New 

Delhi and the International Sugar Conference which was 

held in Geneva. 

3. Dr. Neville Gallimore, M.P. was appointed 

Parliamentary Secretary in this Ministry on the 1st of 

January I 1969. 

4. During 1968 1 a further advance was made in the 

widening of our international relations with the establish-

ment of diplomatic relations with Yugoslavia. Non-resident 

Ambassadors have been exchanged. 

Relations •••• 
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the responsibility of other Ministries, e.g. International 

Labour Conference and the World Health Assembly, but the 

delegation concerned will be assisted by our respective 

Missions in the countries where the meetings are held. 

22. The year 1968 marked the opening of a new £POCh 

in Caribre an cooperation with the commencement of effective 

operations under an extended Caribbean Free Trade Area 

Agreement. 

Intensive study and negotiation led to Jamaica's applica-

tion for me mbership which was unanimously accepted by the 

Council of Ministers established by the Agreement and Jamaica 

became an active participant as from ,lst August, 1968. 

23. In June , 1968, a number of Jamaican Fishermen were 

arrested by the Honduran authoritie s for operating in Honduran 

territorial waters without permission. I immediately despatched 

th e Legal Adviser of the Ministry of Exter:r:.a l Affa irs t o 

Honduras to discuss th e matter with the Honduran authorities 

with a view to securing the release of the men and to ensure 

their welfare and safety until arrangements could be made for 

transporting them to Jamaica. The release of the men was 

secured on the lst of July, 1968, on payment by this Govern-

ment of a fine (mandatory under Honduran Law) of $6,000 

(U.S.), i. e . $150 per person. 

This incident brought into focus the problem with regard 

to the operation of Jamaican fishermen in areas claimed by 

other Governments. This general question is now being 

. examined with a view to seeing what steps can be taken 

to regularize the position. 

24. A Mission has been e stablished ,in the Baha mas 

headed by a Resident Commissioner for the purpose of -

i) .• • Cl • 
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1) looking after the interests of an estimated 
six to seven thousand Jamaicans residing 
in the Bahamas; 

11) providing a channel of communication 
between the Bahamian and Jamaican 
Governments; 

iii) collaborating with the Government of the 
Bahamas in organising the orderly recruit
ment of workers from Jamaica; 

iv) generally promoting good relations between 
the two countries. 

A Commissioner has been appointed and the Mission was 

opened on the 2nd of January 1 1969. 

25. In July, 1968, following a flare-up of the Venezuelan/ 

Guyana border dispute I resulting from the promulgation of a 

Venezuelan decree declaring the sea between 3-12 miles of 

Guyana's western coast as part of Venezuela's territorial 

waters, in keeping with our declared policy of giving assist-

ance in the preservation of peace, I communicated with the 

Governments of Venezuela and Guyana expressing this Govern-

ment's deep concern at the turn of events and urging a peace-

ful settlement. I received the assurances of both Governments 

that it was their sincere desire to find a satisfactory solution 

to the dispute through peaceful means. 

26. The fifth Caribbean Commonwealth Heads of Govern-

ments Meeting was hosted by Trinidad from the 3rd to the 6th 

of February 1 1969. Pressure of business did not allow me to 

attend and the Jamaican delegation was led by the Honourable 

Robert llghtbourne 1 Minister of Trade and Industry. 

The Conference discussions centred on the Caribbean 

Free Trade Association, Transport and Communications in 

the area 1 a Regional News Service and Regional Security. 

Other topics included the sale of sugar to Canada, the 

Coordination •••• 
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Coordination of efforts in Overseas Representations 1 a 

regional plan to assist the Blind and other possibilities 

for joint act~on such as a regional school of industrial 
' 

studies and rationalisation of agticlilture. Jamaica informed 

the Conference that a decis.ion would be given by the 31st of 

May, 196 9 1 on the request to review its decision on the 

Regional Bank. 

27. The Anguillan revolt which had entered into a period 

of calm with the accepted presence of a British official in the 

island , flared up towards the end of 1968. 

In March, 1969 1 the British Government landed troops in 

Anguilla and took physical control of the island. There was 

no prior consultation with the Government of Jamaica over the 

use of force nor has Jamaica ever indicated its approval of 

the use of force against the people of Anguilla. The Govern-

ment of Jamaica has consistently opposed the use of force 

against the Anguillan people, and maintained its support of 

the right of self-determination and will continue to do so. 

Shortly after the British landings I having received 

requests for advice and assistance from the Anguillan leader I 

Mr. Ronald Webster I I instructed the Permanent Secretary of 

the Ministry of External Affairs to proceed to Anguilla for a 

first-hand assessment of the situation. He sat in on four of 

the meetings which took place while the British Minister of 

State, Lord Caradon I was present in Anguilla, and which led 

to the declaration signed by Lord Caradon and Mr. Ronald 

Webster. 

28. A meeting of the Commonwealth Heads of Governments 

was held in London from the 7th to tne 15th of January, 1969 I 

and was attended by a Jamaican delegation led by me. 

Discussions •••• 
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Discussions at the meeting covered a wide range of 'inter-

national affairs, both poUtical and economic, and attention 

was given to Commonwealth cooperation. Members of both 

Honourable Houses have already received my report on the 

Conference. The Government is convinced of the value of 

meetings such as these 1 and that the Commonwealth Associa-

tion is a force for good in the world today I and this Govern-

ment will continue to give its full support and cooperation 

to the strengthening of the Commonwealth ties. 

29. From the 14th to the 25th of August, 1968, I visited, 

at the kind invitation of the Governments concerned I Curacao, 

Aruba I Surinam, Guyana I Trinidad and Tobago. The report 

of this tour was laid . before this Honourable House in Ministry 

Paper No. 36 on the 9th of October, 1968. 

CARIFTA, tourism, the development of the bauxite industry, 

International Trade and the Regional Shipping Service were 

discussed together with other matters of mutual interest. I 

took the opportunity to discuss the Guyana/Surinam boundary 

dispute I expressing Jamaica's concern and hopes for a peace-

ful settlement. Both Prime Minister Burnham and Minister/ 

President Penegel of Surinam expressed a willingness to seek 

a settlement by peaceful methods. 

My visit, through the kindness of the Governments and 

people involved, was a memorable one I and helped to dispel 

misunderstandings of Jamaica's policy towards other Carib-

bean countries • 

30. In September, 1968, I visited Canada at the invitation 

of the Canadian Prime Minister I the Right Honourable 

Pierre Trudeau. In addition to the goodwill aspects of the 

visit 1 I discussed matters of mutual interest with the Canadian 

Prime •••• 
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Prime Minister and his Ministers. These subjects included 

sugar, when the need for a better price for Jamaican sugar as 

well as for Stg ar from other Caribbean territories , was stressed. 

The Canadian Prime Minister was also urged to re-examine 

the present bases on which the External Aid Programme was 

being operated , and to consider other areas which might be 

thought suitable to be brought within the Programme. Subjects 

of foreign policy affecting both countries were also discussed. 

The visit was successful, not only in strengthening the 

existing good relations between Canada and Jamaica I but also 

in getting to the Canadian people as a whole, through publi-

city media, information about Jamaica's endeavours and 

aspirations. 

31. The Governor-General of Canada, His Excellency the 

Right Honourable Roland Michener and Mrs. Michener, paid 

a State Visit to Jamaica from the 11th to ';he 15th of February I 

1969. The Governor-General and Mrs. Michener were given 

a warm welcome, and the visit served to strengthen the close 

and friendly relations between the two countries. 

32. During the period under review, visa abolition agree-

ments have been entered into with the following States to 

facilitate visitors travelling between Jamaica and the respec-

tive countries -

France 
Spain 
Norway 
Sweden 
Denmark 
Finland. 

The above are in addition to agreements previously 

negotiated with -

Israel 
Switzerland and the Principality of 

Liechtenstein 
Mexico; 

while •••• 
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while , similarreciprocaLarrangements_have been-made with .. ·· 

the Federal Republic of Germany. 

The Government is in the process of negotiating similar 

arrangements with other countries. These agreements apply 

to visits of up to 90 days 1 and are on condition that the 

visitors hold valid national passports I do not take up employ-

ment, and observe the laws of the host countries. 

33. The internally self-governing protected State of 

Swaziland became an independent Sovereign State within the 

Commonwealth on the 6th of September 1 1968. In accordance 

with this Government's policy of enacting legislation t o ensure 

that the operation of the law of Jamaica in relation to countries 

within the Commonwealth which have changed their status 

is not affected consequent on the change of the particular 

country's constitutional status 1 I have introduced into Parlia-

ment a Bill to give effect to this policy in respect of the 

Kingdom of Swaziland. 

34. The fourth meeting of Ja maican Heads of Missions was 

held in Jamaica from the 26th of September t o the 1st of October I 

1968. These meetings enable the participants to discuss the 

various international issues. Jamaica's foreign policy is 

reviewed 1 and the Heads of Missions have the opportunity of 

pooling their experience and exchanging views with each other 

and with Ministers , Government officials and persons connected 

with various aspects of the political 1 s ocial and economic 

life in Jamaica. 

During the year under review ,a ll cur Missions continued 

to be very active in protecting the interests of Jamaica a nd 

Jamaicans overseas. The main activities of our two Permanent 

Missions to the United Nations I in New York and Geneva 1 

have ..... . 
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36. During the -pericxLunder review, the Ja maicf!n .. High -

Commission, London, continuerl to engage in the promotion 

of trade between Jamaica and the United Kingdom. The Students 

Section of the High Commission devoted much time and effort 

to the recruitment of staff for the Government Service in con-

sultation and in cooperation with the Ministry of Finance and 

the Office of the Services Commissions. 

The Mission has continued vigorously to pursue attempts 

to achieve an understanding of Jamaicans and Jamaica by the 

indigenous population through talks I discussions, seminars, 

conferences and meetings. The need for this has become more 

pronounced since the passage of the U.K. Commonwealth 

Immigrants Bill of 1968 and various trends widely publicized 

in the Press which have tended to make the assimilation of 

Jamaicans more difficult. The Mission has also continued to 

provide information connected with the activities of Jamaicans 

in the United Kingdom and about conditions and prospects in 

Jamaica requested by a wide and varied section of the English 

community. 

In the course of his duties the High Commissioner, who 

is also Ambassador to France and the Federal Republic of 

Germany I or his Deputy I visits those countries for on-the-spot 

discussions with the authorities concerned on matters of 

mutual interest, and to promote friendly relations and trade. 

37. The Jamaican High Commission, Ottawa, has been 

involved in the administration of Canadian aid, which has 

increased considerably over the years. The Mission has also 

assisted with arrangements for visits to Jamaica of Canadian 

trade missions. The Mission plays its part in promoting trade I 

and looks after interests of our nationals in the country • 

In •••• 
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George Williams University in Montreal, as a result of which 

many arrests were made, including four Jamaicans. Repre-

sentatives of the Jamaican High Commission, Ottawa, have 

seen the persons arrested on many occasions, and have 

followed the Court proceedings. The High Commission has 

arranged for legal representation on behalf of the Jamaicans 

charged. The Jamaican Government has paid the co3t of 

legal representation at the preliminary hearing and also 

deposited the cost of bail for the four Jamaicans. 

The High Commissioner and other member.s of his staff 

pay regular visits to Toronto and Montreal to meet and hold 

discussions with the representatives of the thousands of 

Jamaicans residing in those cities. 

38. During the period under review, · the Jamaican High 

Commissioner in Port-of-Spain was accx·edited to the Asso-

elated States, in addition to his existing accreditations to 

Venezuela I Guyana, Barbados and Trinidad and Tobago. He 

is , therefore, responsible for covering a very wide and varied 

area which is of particular interest and relevance to Jamaica 

in view of our ties and common interests with the region. 
( ·., 

The Mission in Port-of-Spain has accordingly been strengthened 

to cope with the great increase of diplomatic and commercial 

activity which the new CARIFTA Agreement and all these 
. ' 

accreditations have generated. 

The Mission 'continues to look after the interests of Jamaicans . . 

in Trinidad ,and Tobago 1 including Jamaican students at 
I . 
I 

; ! 

St. Augustine, and Jamaicans throughout all the countries to 
.· ' · ' . . 

which the' High Commissioner is accredited. 
' \ : 
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3 9. During the year under review 1 our Embassy in Mexico 

City continued its normal diplomatic activities I including 

promotion of trade and tourism. Potential Jamaican exports 

to Mexico were identified in cooperation with the Ministry 

of Trade and Industry 1 and steady representation maintained 

on the Authorities to obtain the entry of these Jamaican exports 

into Mexico. In the area of tourist promotion I the Embassy 

collaborated with the Jamaica Tourist Board in publicising 

Jamaica's attractions as a tourist resort for Mexican nationals. 

The Visa Abolition Agreement between the two countries which 

was signed on 15th March I 1968 I came into effect in May I 

1968 I and it is expected that this will result in expansion 

in tourism between Jamaica and Mexico. 

The Embassy also assisted in the repatriation of forty 

Jamaican nationals formerly resident in Cuba. The year 1968 

was the year of the Eighteenth Olympiad and the Games were 

held in Mexico City. The Embassy provided all the facilities 

it could for the Jamaican contingent of athletes and manage-

ment. 

40. It will be observed from this report that the Govern-

ment 's foreign policy continued to be conducted in keeping 

with the fundamental principles which were laid down in 

Ministry Paper No. 19 of the 23rd of June 1 1964 I and which 

were endorsed subsequently by Parliament. 

H. L. SHEARER 
Prime Minister and Minister 

of External Affairs 
3rd June I 1969 

Ministry of External Affairs 
No. 158/03 
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APPENDIX 

TENTATIVE CALENDAR OF UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCES 
AND MEETINGS AT WHICH JAMAICA IS EXPECTED TO BE 
REPRESENTED FROM APRIL 1969 - MARCH 1970 

DATES 
ORGAN 1969 LOCATION 

Interna tional Conference on the Law of Treaties 9 April - 21 May Vie nna 

Economic Commission for Latin America 14 - 21 April Lima 

UNCTAD - Special Committee on Preferences - Second Session 28 April - 9 Ma y Ge neva 

Inter-governmental Committee of th e World Food Programme 5 - 14 May Rom e 

Economic and Social Council - 46th Session 12 May - 6 June New York 

I. L. 0. - International Labour Conference - 53rd Se ssion 4 - 26 June Geneva 

W. H. 0. - 22nd World Health Assembly July, 3 weeks Baston 

ECOSOC - 47th Session 14 July - 8 August Geneva 

UNCTAD - Trade a nd Deve lopment Boa rd - 9th Session 26 August - 12 September Geneva 

General Assembly - 24th Session 16 September - December New York 

International Atomic Energy Agency - General Conference 23 - 30 September Vie nna 

Committee on Conferences (U.N. Mission Staff) September /December 
(and a s required) New York 

13 ..... . 
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Relations with Latin America have also been 

strengthened by the appointments of two non -re sident 

Ambassadors to Argentina and Panama, with whom 

diplomatic relations had been established more than 

three years ago and who already have resident Arnbassa-

dors in Jamaica. Further, a Jamaican Mission was estab-

llshed in the Bahamas at the beginning of January, headed 

by a Resid ent Commissioner , and the Jamaican High Com-

missioner in Port of Spain was accredited to the Associated 

States in the Eastern Caribbean. 

In my report last y ear, I indicated some of the factors 

including limitation of funds and personnel which have 

dictated Government's policy in the appointment of 

Honorary Consular repres entatives to supplement the career 

foreign s ervice . To this end I have appointed Honorary 

Consuls in Miami, Los Angeles and Chicago (U.S. A.) , 

Panama City and Colon (Panama) , Vienna (Austria) and 

Basle (Switzerland). 

During this year consideration will be given to a 

further limited expansion of our diplomatic representation. 

I intend also to review proposals for representation 

in Mrica which, as you know I have been under considera-

tion for some time . 

This Honourable Hous e may be interested to learn that 

29 countries now have diplomatic representatives accredited 

to Jamaica, 13 of whom are resident here and 16 non-resident. 

Twenty-seven countries have consular representatives in 

Jamaica. 

5. During the y ear under revi.ew ,Jamaica continued 

to play an active part in the political, security, economic I 

social and humanitarian aspects of the work of the United 

Nations •.• 
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ORGAN I DATES 
1969 

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development -
Board of Governors 19 September - 3 October 

International Finance Corporation - Board of Governors) 2 9 Septe mber - 3 Octobe r 
) 

International Monetary Fund ) 2 9 Se ptember - 3 October 

UNDP - Pledging Conference ) ( Octobe r 1 da y 
) U.N. 

U.N. Capital Developm ent Fund - Pledgbg Conference ) del ega tion) October 1 da y 

GATT- Contracting Parties -26th Session 1. October c r Nove mber 

ECOSOC - Resumed 47th Session 1 October/Nove mber 4 days 

Population Commission 3 - 14 November 

F. A. 0. Conferences - 15th Se ssion November 

ECOSOC - Resumed 47th Se ssion De c ember 4 days 

ECOSOC - Economic Committee As required 

ORGAN DATES 
1q7o 

UNCTAD - Tra de and Development Board ~ lOth Session 1 19 Ja nuary - 6 Fe brua ry 
I 

Commission on Human Rights Fe brua ry/March {5 weeks) 

ECLA - Committee of the Whole March/April (2 weeks) 

LOCATION 

Wa shington 

Wa shington 

Wa shington 

New York 

New York 

Ge neva 

New York 

Ge neva 

Rom e 

New York 

New York 

LOCATION 

Ge neva 

Ne w York or Ge neva 

Sa ntia go 
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Nations, and to make its voice hearc.i on all important 

international issues, and a comprehensive report on the 

activities of our Permanent Mission to the United Nations 

for the year 1968 has been laid on the Table of this House. 

From that report it will be seen that among the important 

issues in which Jamaica took a keen interest during the 

period were Southern Rhodesia, apartheid in Southern Africa, 

the Non-proliferation of nuclear weapons ~nd the Conference 

of Non-Nuclear Weapon States, the question of the reserva-

tion exclusively for peaceful purposes of the sea-boo and 

the ocean floor, human rights, the further development of 

international law, and questions of economic , and social 

development. 

6. With reference to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation 

of Nuclear Weapons, Members of this Honourable House will 

wish to note that on the 14th of April, 196 9 , this Treaty was 

signed on behalf of Jamaica, in the three depositary capitals 

of London, ·washington and Moscow simultaneously. 

7. Related to the question of the sea-bed and the ocean 

floor, it should be noted that it is proposed during this year 

to enact legislation to provide for the extension of the limits 

of Jamaica's territorial waters to twelve miles and also to 

implement the provisions of the Convention on the Territorial 

Sea and the Contiguous Zone and the Convention on the 

Continental Shelf to both of which Jamaica has acceded. 

8. In the field of human rights , in addition to the 

Mission's report on the International Year for Human Rights, 

it will be recalled that, at the national level also, a wide-

ranging programme of activities was undertak en to r:1 c: :-1: 1968 

as Human Rights Year. Basic planning of this programme was 

the ...• 
J 
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the responsibility of the Organizing Committee for Human 

Rights Year 1 appointed by Government in 1966 under the 

Chairmanship of Senator the Honourable Hector 'Wynter I 

and the Human Rights Secretariat was established in 

December of 1967 to assist in implementing the programme 

on an island -wide basis. This included divine services 1 

lectures, seminars and panel discussions I use of a 

documentary film on human rights, debating I essay and 

stamp competitions, dissemination of pictorial and reading 

material, all designed to interest and educate the public 

concerning human rights. The year culminated in a week 

of special events from December 3 to 10 which ended with 

a ceremony of presentation of the £5 1 000 Marcus Garvey 

Prize for Human Rights to Mrs. Corretta King , who received 

it on behalf of her late husband the Revd. Dr. Martin Luther 

King I Jnr. , the Civil Rights Leader in the United States of 

America, who was assassinated in April, 1968. 

9. In the sphere of international law, it should be 

noted that Jamaica was represented at both sessions of the 

United Nations Conference on the Law of Treaties, in Vienna 

in March to May, 1968 and April to May, 1969 1 with the object 

of concluding an international convention on the Law of 

Treaties. The basis for the consideration of the instrument 

is 75 draft articles prepared by the International Law Commis-

sion I and it is generally considered in United Nations circles 

that this is the most important of the series of conferences 

called by the General Assembly for the purpose of encouraging 

the progressive development of international law. 

10 ••••• 
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10. The Government, whose policy is to maintain a 

non-partisan approach to the dispute be tween Israe l and the 

Arab countries, continued through the past y ear to support 

all the efforts: of the United ·Nations to arrive at a just and 

lasting s ettlement of the conflict be tween the Arab countrie s 

and Israel. It continue s t o be the view of this Government 

that Israel a nd the Arab countrie s should settle their dif-

ference s peacefully. w ·e view with grave concern the con-

tinued state of hostilitie s, the various incide nts and re prisals 

which have taken place , not only along the borders of the 

countrie s concerned but in other countries; the abandonment 

of the c ease-fire , and the re c ent escalation of the conflict 

into a virtua l sta t e of open warfare . My Government will 

continue to support the efforts of the United Nations in promot-

ing a satisfactory a nd acceptable s e ttlement to all conce rned. 

11. The illegal regime in Rhod esia re mains in de facto 

control. My Government continue s firm in its resolve to 

urge the overthrow of the illegal regime and the re storation 

of constitutional government leading to independence on the 

basis of universal adult suffrage . This Government also 

supports the principle of NIBMR (No Independence Before 

Majority Rule ) . Rhod esia was one of the principal matte rs 

discuss ed at the Commonwealth Heads of Governments 

meeting (s ee paragraph 28 be low}, and it was clear th at, 

notwithstanding differe nce s of opinion on the methods to 

be employed, Commonwealth He ads of Governments were 

unanimous on the ultimate obj ective s to be sought. 

12. On the 3Oth of May, 196 7, Nigeria's Eastern 

Region, under the l ead ership of Col. Ojukwu, d eclare d 

itself the independe nt State of Biafra. This imme diately l ed 

to civil war - a war which has lasted for two years. 
Jamaica . .. 
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Jamaica has been deeply concerned at the terrible 

suffering, devastation and loss of life in the areas where 

fighting has taken place 1 and 1 in this Government's policy 

speech to the United Nations last October I Jamaica's 

spokesman pointed out that neither the Commonwealth nor 

the Organisation of African Unity I of both of which organisa-

tions Nigeria is a member I had been able to assist the 

military leaders to find a peaceful solution to its internal 

problem. This Government has urged the United Nations 

to rally to that country's assistance with all the help which 

can be given towards the relief of its protracted suffering. 

Jamaica has made a contribution of £10 1 000, through the 

International Committee of the Red Cross, to assist in 

relieving the suffering of people in areas of Nigeria which 

are being affected by the civil war. Jamaica further proposed 

that the General Assembly call upon all Me mber States 

to cease supplying arms to either side in the conflict 1 and 

at the same time call upon both sides to effect an imm.ed• 

late cease-fire. This Government has also endorsed the 

appeal by the Organisation of African Unity to the leaders 

of the Federal Government that a general amnesty be declared 

as soon as organised hostilities have ended. 

13. The Government continues to be concerned over the 

situation in Viet Nam I and is disappointed that there has been 

so little progress in the discussion of substantive issues at 

the Paris talks. It is hoped that the parties involved will 

be able to settle down to serious and meaningful negotiations 

which will lead to a final end of this long and sad conflict. 

14. All our overseas diplomatic missions through their 

Trade Divisions have continued to provide useful up-to-date 

\ information on trading and commercial activities I and to 
encourage •••• 
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encourage the sale of Jamaican products. 

15. During 1968 the Jamaican Permanent Mission to the 

United Nations in Geneva continued to participate in major 

conferences affecting trade and technical matters. The 

Jamaican delegation to the Second Conference of UNCTAD 

in New Delhi which began in February 1968, was led by our 

Permanent Representative. Although this Conference did not 

achieve as much as had been hoped for, it did take important 

decisions on a number of issues which are now being followed 

up. 

Among these matters was supplementary financing for 

helping developing countries which are having foreign-

exchange difficulties. There was acceptance in principle 

of a generalised, non-discriminatory, non-reciprocal system 

of preferences for export of manufactured and semi -manufac-

tured goods from developing countries to markets of developed 

countries. There was also provision for the expansion of 

trade and economic cooperation among developing countries 

and conclusions were reached regarding the ways arrl means 

by which shipping facilities might be improved. 

These decisions require detailed follow-up action on 

the part of governments and this work will be actively 

pursued in 1969 and 1970. 

16. Similarly, the International Sugar Agreement which 

was concluded in Geneva on 24th October 1968, and came into 

effect provisionally on 1st January 1969, is being constantly 

examined by the International Sugar Council in London on 

which the Jamaican High Commission there is represented. 

The staff of the Permanent Mission in Geneva , helped by 

other members of the Ministry's staff and the High Commis-

sion in London, assisted the Jamaican delegation, which 

was •••• 
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was led by the Minister-ofl'rade and Industry ,.-who-was 

Chairman of the Conference 1 in securing the acceptance 

of the Agreement at the United Nations International 

Sugar Conference. 

17. Jamaica continues' to be a member of the Inter-

Governmental Committee of the United Nations and the Food 

and Agriculture Organisation World Food Programme in Rome. 

We have I in the past I received valuable assistance from 

the World Food Programme for feeding of children and for 

rural development. We look forward to similar cooperation 

in 1969-70. 

18. Our Missions in Washington I Ottawa, London and 

Mexico City continue to perform valuable liaison work with 

the respective governments to which they are accredited in 

the field of aid and technical assistance covering a wide 

range of projects and involving most of the other Ministries 

of government. 

19. At the XXIII Session of the General Assembly of 

the United Nations in 1968 I Jamaica was elected to member-

ship of the Economic and Social Council. This opportunity 

to participate in the work of the Council is most opportune 

and welcome since it comes at the beginning of the Second 

United Nations Development Decade which is a co-ordinated 

attempt by the United Nations Family of Organisations to 

help developing countries accelerate their economic growth 

and place their development on a sound footing. 

As a member of ECOSOC, Jamaica will actively parti-

cipate in the planning of the Development Decade. This 

Planning Committee will work out guidelines for implementa-

tion and financing of projects for development based on 

requests and information supplied by aid-receiving as well 
as ••••• 
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as donor countries. 

The increasing importance of Science and Technology 

to development and trade gives added significance to our 

Membership of ECOSOC which is the United Nations body 

responsible for co-ordinating the work of the United Nations 

Specialised Agencies dealing with Labour, Health I Weather 

Communications I Food and Agriculture , Bartking and Monetary 

Matters, Education, Science 1 Culture and Transport. Projects 

for Management and Worker-Training in these fields will 

receive our increasing attention in the near future. 

The General Assembly in 1968 also took decisions on 

Multi-lateral Food Aid, Capital Development, International 

Education Year 1970, External Financing and the International 

Monetary Situation. Jamaica supported all the final decisions 

in these spheres. 

20. Jamaica continues to receive help from the United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP). In April, 1968 I 

Jamaica received a grant of $1.3 million from the World Food 

Programme, for Watershed Development I and in January I 1969 I 

the Governing Council of UNDP meeting in New York earmarked 

$846 I 700 for Jamaican Industrial and Vocational Training and 

for the Survey Department. 

21. During the year ending 31st March, 1970, Jamaica 

will be participating in many important Conferences and Meet-

ings and members of staff of the Ministry of External Mfairs 

and of some of our Missions will be required to serve on, or 

assist the Jamaican delegations to the Conferences and 

Meetings in question. A tentative calendar of the U.N. 

Conferences an<i Meetings. of U.N. Specialised Agencies is 

attached as an Appendix to this Ministry Paper. It should be 

noted that in certain cases the delegations will be primarily 
( 

the ••••• 
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