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SHRUBS Al\JI: FLO' ;ERS INDUSTRY 

The Shrubs and Flowers Committee was established in 

1965 to stimulate the local floral industry. It was felt that there 

was great scope for the development of this industry not only in 

r~spect of the local but the export market as well as that the flowe~ 

industry could provide substantial employment opportunities for 

Jama ican workers in both t~e rural and urban areas of the country . 

2 . Since 1965 the industry has experienced phenomenal 

growth . Between 1965 and 1969 the value of retail sales increased 

from $249,000 to ~2,06lr000; wholesale purchases increased from 

$65 , 000 . to $605, OOD and ·· the 'Tal ue of employment .in production and 
! . 

services increased from $63~000 to -$l~500r000 . · nuring the same 

per i od the number· of_person~ _ in floristry and arrangement increased 

fr om thirty- one -(31 )- to thre-B hundred . and thirty-six (336) while the 

n umber o.f florist · ·establishments jncreased from ten (10) to forty-· 

three ( 4 3). The number of pen·ons employed in the actual growing o"" 

flowers --commercially is unfortuuately unknown. 

3 • . It should be pcinted out th:t this rate of growth waG 

achieved despite the long drought experienced in 1967 and 1968 and 

there is no doubt that but for this fact even better results would 

have been achieved by the industry since much local and prospective 

foreign business was lost as a result of the inability of growers to 

supply the full market demand. 

4. Between 1968 and 1969 the percentages of wholesale 

purchases accounted for by ·irr,ports decreased from 16% to go/o . During 

the sDme period, however 1 the number of local gr owers increased fro m 

fifty - one (51) to sixty (60) and the indications are that there will 

be a greater increase in the number of flower growers during this 

year . 

5 . The local flov1e-:r industry has been greatly assisted by 

the restrictions imposed en plastic flowers which has had an 

especially beneficial effect on the use of dried material . Sales 
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of these products now constitute one-third of the retail sales of 

florists and arrangers and provide an additional means of income for 

the prople who collect the material for sale. other notable rec ent 

developments in the industry have been the acceptance of wholesalinG, 

the introduction of potted decorations in the retail trade and the 
of 

expansion of r e tailing into supermarkets since Decemberjlast ye ar , 

which has provided growers with virutally unlimited opportunity for 

expansion. 

6. I have always believed that there is tremendous export 

potential for Jamaica's flowersand shrubs industry particularly 

during the wint er months to North America and Europe . However, we 

need proper organiza tion in production, packaging, shipping and 

marketing for success in markets abroad. There is certainly no l a cl: 

of demand for exotic flowers, shrubs and foliage and Jamaica's 

proximity to the North American mainland is an invaluable advantage 

with respect to these products. 

The Shrubs a nd Flowers Committee is of the view that n 

$5 million annual r e tail sales volume can be achieved within the next 

three years and I entirely agree tha~ this figure can be reached 

provided there is proper organization and co-operation in all areas 

of the industry. A limited amount of exports has been undertaken to 

date but this industry undoubtedly has considerable potential . It i s 

my intention to give every encouragement and assistance in deve loping 

fully both local and export potential . 

8. This Committee has in the past worked in close lia ison, 

first with my Ministry a nd more recently with the Jamaica Industrial 

Development Corporation , and has to date received very limited 

financial assist a nce. It is my view that the amazing job done by 

the Committee deserves full recognition and supports the case for 

greater financial and technical assistance. Indeed, it would b e 

impossible to pay too high a tribute to Mrs . Aimee Webster - DeLisser 

and other members of the Commi ttee, who throughout its life have done 
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such a fine job. It is my intention to take steps to formalize 

the work of this Committee by converting it into a Board which 

will include members of the Jamaica Industrial Development 

Corporation as well as officials. 
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R. C. LIGHTBOURNE 
Minister of Trade and Industry 

15th June, 1970 
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